Instilling Catholic values and promoting
academic excellence by nurturing
mind, body and soul.

.
S
anl
I
@)
=
O

v

S5y IMENE

(A

Roncalli High is our cry,
It is our call to fame.

On fields and courts we battle,
we work for victory in every game.
Roncalli High the green and gold,

carry our banners forth.
With honor and glory,
we fight, fight, fight
to win and reach our goals!
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This planner is the property of:
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HISTORICAL STATEMENT
The Aberdeen Catholic School System (ACSS--often referred to as Roncalli Schools)
is a private K-12 Catholic school system and is officially accredited according to the
rule and standards of the Division of Education as established by the SOUTH
DAKOTA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION.

St. Mary's and Sacred Heart Parishes each established an elementary school, grades
1 through 8, in 1912 and 1913 respectively. Roncalli High School was established in
1964 with freshmen and sophomore students enrolled. Roncalli Junior High, grades 7
and 8, was established in 1969. From 1971 until 1988, all Junior High students
attended classes at Sacred Heart. They then moved to the high school, which
became the Roncalli Junior-Senior High School.

Roncalli is the family name of Pope John XXIII, who captured the imagination of the
entire world, and changed the hearts of millions in a short space of time. Born of
peasant parents, Angelo Giuseppi Roncalli began his life at Sotto il Monte, Italy, on
November 25, 1881. He was named a Cardinal by Pius Xll, and was elected Pope on
October 28, 1958.

Pope John XXIII was expected to be only an "interim" pope, but he changed the
course of modern Christianity by summoning the Second Vatican Council to deal
specifically with the question of Christian unity. Under his leadership, many sweeping
changes were made to help the church meet the challenges of modern times. In 1964,
the name selection committee felt that the new high school,

RONCALLI, should be dedicated to the same objective as that of Pope John XXIII, by
assisting the Catholic students of Aberdeen to meet the challenge of the modern
times. . .educationally, socially and spiritually.

STATEMENT OF MISSION
Sioux Falls Catholic Diocese
The Bishop's Pastoral, To Teach as Jesus Did , largely sets the tone for Catholic
education today. The pastoral reminds us that Catholic schools offer the greatest
opportunity to teach the message of Jesus Christ, to foster a community of believers
who grow in the faith, and to provide for Christian service to the community.
Aberdeen Catholic School System
Until the 2000 — 2001 school year, the ACSS held, “To Teach As Jesus Did,” as it's
primary mission statement. During the 2001-2002 school year, a new mission
emerged:
“Instilling Catholic values and promoting academic excellence by
nurturing mind, body and soul.”
This mission complements the previous mission, which is still a part of our charism.
To Teach as Jesus Did is a call to our staff, parents and community as to how we are
to teach. The goal of our teaching is expressed in the new mission statement. Thus,
as we strive TO TEACH AS JESUS DID, our goal is INSTILLING CATHOLIC VALUES
AND PROMOTING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE BY NURTURING MIND, BODY AND
SOUL.

STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
Under the guidance and direction of the Office of Catholic Education of the Diocese of
Sioux Falls, and through the patronage of Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s Catholic
Parishes of Aberdeen, South Dakota, the ABERDEEN CATHOLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
(ACSS) has adopted the following statement of philosophy and objectives as a guide
for serving the needs of each child.

WE BELIEVE that all learning must be viewed in the light of the Gospel, which
underlies all we endeavor and which reveals the God who is the source of all we
value.



WE BELIEVE that Catholic education shall illuminate and enrich the student’s
knowledge of God, life, and culture, as students serve the human community through
prayer, worship, and social action.

WE BELIEVE that each student is a unique person, loved by God, and involved in a
lifelong process of personal development and of building community, based on Jesus’
command to love one another.

WE BELIEVE that our Christ-centered values give rise to an educational program,
which emphasizes the total development of each child and staff involvement with each
student in the learning process.

WE BELIEVE that it is important not only to achieve mastery of basic skills, but also to
acquire a broad knowledge base in the arts and sciences and to develop the ability to
access information, to think critically and to solve problems creatively.

WE BELIEVE that students need to understand technology and it's application in their
daily lives.

WE BELIEVE that students need to embrace a global vision to better meet the
challenges and opportunities of the future.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

1. To accept the message of Christ and thereby develop a sense of personal
responsibility to God and others.

2. To develop a true appreciation of and desire for the Kingdom of God in the
midst of mankind.

3.  To express and explore interests, aptitudes, and capabilities, while
experiencing the Sacramental life of the church in a Catholic education
community. To pursue educational excellence in the fulfillment of spiritual,
intellectual, and physical development.

4.  To develop skills and attitudes that lead to worthy use of leisure time and
promote good habits of physical and mental health.

5. To explore vocation and career opportunities by providing personal,
educational and career guidance.

Aberdeen Catholic School System
School Board Members

Mr. Jeff Bock Mrs. Lori Cope

Mrs. Michelle Herr Mr. Brian Lundquist

Mr. Rich Kezar Rev. Ed Pierce

Mr. Steve Kohles Rev. Joe Holzhauser
Academics

ACADEMIC PROGRESS REPORTS
Four weeks prior to the end of the quarter parents will be notified if their students are
failing or in danger of failing. This report comes from the teachers, who will indicate
the main reasons for failure. Such a report is valuable because it gives the student
and the parents an opportunity to correct the reasons for failure. Teachers may at
their own discretion send additional progress reports home at any time during the
school year.

GRADING SCALE

100 - 93% A
92 — 85% B
84 —T77% C
76 —70% D



GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Math / Science — 5 credits English — 4 credits
Religion — 4 credits Electives — 3% credits
Social Science — 4 credits Computer Sci — ¥ credit
Fine Arts — 1 credit Humanities — 1% credits
Physical Education — %2 TOTAL 24 CREDITS

A minimum of six full credits must be taken each year of high school.

HONOR ROLL
At the close of each nine-week period an honor roll is published. The standards for
the honor roll are that the student must have obtained a grade point average of 3.0.

INCOMPLETES
Students have two weeks to make up incompletes for the grade reporting period.
Special circumstances may warrant extensions with administrative approval.

Student Assistance Program
The Roncalli Jr. and Sr. High School Student Assistance Program  (SAP) attempts to
help students live full and productive lives. The SAP includes many different
components to serve the needs of all students and keep students informed while
making important life decisions.

The Aberdeen Catholic School System SAP will:

. Provide comprehensive, coordinated support services to help
students reach their greatest personal, social, and academic
potential;

Provide a comprehensive life skills curriculum to all students
which fosters competence in their personal, social and emotional
development;

Provide a consistent, intensive response to at-risk students with
an emphasis on prevention, early identification, and early
intervention;

Support and enhance, when appropriate, the alcohol and other
drug prevention related lessons taught through the health
curriculum and other programs;

Provide systematic support for building staff to meet the
personal, social and emotional needs of students; and
Develop, nurture, and enhance the home/school connection by
strengthening communication, parent involvement and mutual
support.

Any teacher, staff person, student or parent who has an academic, behavioral, or
social concern about a student may make a referral to the program.

Anyone who has a concern should contact the school counselor and/or pick up a
referral form from the principal’s office.

Confidentiality is a vital component of an effectiv e SAP. In order to maintain the
integrity of the program, staff members must respect the need for confidentiality.

REPORT CARDS
Report Cards are issued at the close of each nine-week period to inform
both students and parents regarding pupil progress in each subject. There will be an
opportunity for both students and parents to visit with their teachers at the Parent-
Teacher conferences held four times a year. The semester grade is the one, which
will be reported on student transcripts.

DUAL ENROLLMENT
Students attending Roncalli High School may make arrangements through the
principal’s office to take classes at a second school (NSU, PC, and Vocational).



Students must attend classes at Roncalli even though the cooperating school might
not be in session. Students must attend classes at the cooperating school whenever
Roncalli is not in session. Any scheduling conflicts must be addressed before the date
of the conflict.

SOUTH DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION (SD HSAA)
Aberdeen Roncalli is a member of the SDHSAA. This voluntary organization plans,
directs, and sponsors competitive activities among member schools.

The association makes rules and regulations for these activities for the best interests
of the participating students and the schools.

There are more than 4,000 chemical compounds incig  arette smoke
(over 200 poisons and over 40 are carcinogenic)

Student Conduct
RONCALLI JUNIOR / SENIOR HIGH DISCIPLINE PLAN

The basis of all discipline at Roncalli is respect. Students are obligated to respect
everyone, faculty, staff, and other students and adults. In return, students have the
right to expect respect from others. The goal of the discipline plan is to provide a safe
and supportive place to learn.

A necessary part of the discipline plan involves consequences for misbehavior.
Consequences at Roncalli may include but are not limited to a reprimand, a one-on-
one visit with a teacher or the principal, detention, a conference with parents, a referral
to the Student Assistance Program, suspension or expulsion. These consequences
are determined by the nature and severity and/or frequency of the misbehavior. The
administration is committed to consistency and fairness in determining consequences.

Each student is expected to adhere to our goal: Each teacher sets the rules and
regulations for his/her classroom. The teachers will review these rules and the
consequences for disregarding them the first day of class. The teacher may ask the
principal to become involved if the behavior is not corrected. Emphasis will be on
correcting the behavior, and learning appropriate behavior. Mild consequences will
elevate to serious ones if it appears that the student is continuing the same behavior.

STUDENT DISCIPLINE POLICY
The School Board has the authority to make reasonable and necessary rules
governing the conduct of students in schools. Teachers, coaches/advisors and school
administrators will administer discipline within the guidelines adopted by the School
Board. The principal of each school will be responsible for informing both parents and
students of the school rules at the opening of the school year.
All students will be under the jurisdiction of these rules while in any school or other
ACSS buildings, on ACSS property, in ACSS or volunteer vehicles, in school buses
and at any school sponsored activity or event.

The teachers have the responsibility to maintain a suitable environment for learning,
and the administrators have the responsibility for maintaining and facilitating the
educational program. The teachers have the authority to send a student from class to
an appropriate school official for cause. The principal has the authority in each school
on discipline matters, including the suspension or expulsion of a student. If parents
are not satisfied with the discipline proposed for their child, they may appeal to the
Dean. If the parents are not satisfied with his/her decision, they may appeal to ACSS
School Board.



Coaches and advisors have the responsibility to maintain a suitable environment for
learning and the activities director has the responsibility for maintaining and facilitating
the activities program. The coaches/advisors have the authority to send a student
from an activity to an appropriate school official for cause. The activities director has
the authority on discipline matters. If parents are not satisfied with the discipline
proposed for their child they may appeal to the Dean. If parents wish to appeal the
decision of the Dean, they may appeal to the ACSS School Board.

Students shall be afforded the rights of fair procedure or due process. This includes
the right to (1) be informed of conduct which could result in disciplinary action against
the student; (2) notice of any rule violations; (3) explanation of the evidence supporting
the charge; (4) an opportunity to present the student’s side of the story; (5) a penalty
that is appropriate to the violation.

Policy 8.35

Adopted: January 9, 2002

DETENTION
A student may be assigned detention for misconduct. Detention will be held
Tuesday through Thursday mornings from 7:10am — 7:55 am. The student and
parents will be given one day’s notice, if necessary, in order to make transportation
arrangements.

ELIGIBILITY FOR ALL ACTIVITIES
A student must have received passing grades in at least twenty (20) hours
of high school work per semester in order to be eligible to compete in
interscholastic activities during the current semester.
Students must be receiving a passing grade in religion to be eligible on a
weekly basis.
A student whose conduct is such as to make him/her unworthy to represent
the ideals, principles and standards of his or her school may be ruled
ineligible to participate in activities. The determination of ineligibility and the
period of ineligibility are the responsibility of the principal and activities
director.
Students must be in attendance by N00ON _to be eligible to compete that
day.
Students who wish to participate in coop activities with Aberdeen Central
must notify the principal and athletic director at Roncalli High School.

PROCEDURES AND INTERPRETATIONS

A. Classes that count a full credit fulfill 5 hours of work per week.

B. Teachers will inform the office by 8:00 Monday of any student who has a
failing grade.
The principal will determine the status of each student.

C. The principal will visit with each student who is found to be ineligible.

D. Any student found to be ineligible would not be allowed to compete in
interscholastic competition for a period of one week (Monday — Saturday).
The student would be required to attend all team practices.

SUSPENSION OR EXPULSION
The board of education and administration of Roncalli are aware of certain common
reasons for suspension. Some justifiable reasons for suspension include the
following:
1. continued willful disobedience of the school authorities.
2. open and continued defiance, either in language or action against
school authorities.
3. habitual profanity or vulgarity.
4. smoking or having tobacco on school premises or at school
activities. This will also result in notification of the proper
authorities.



5. willfully cutting, defacing or otherwise injuring in any way property,
real or personal, belonging to Roncalli.

6. possession, use, or being under the influence of narcotics or
alcoholic beverages on the school grounds or at school sponsored
events. This will also result in notification of the proper authorities.

7. stealing.

8. gambling.

9. forging or using forged notes or excuses.

10. truancy (after all other means fail).

11. out of uniform

12. any other conduct showing lack of judgment that brings discredit on
the school or its members.

We believe the primary purpose of the school system is to provide educational
opportunities for students. In instances of student involvement in moral or civil
situations, such as pregnancy, drug violations or legal entanglements, the school
administration determines if a student's attendance is detrimental to the educational
preparation of other students. If so, the matter will be brought to the attention of the
School Board.

SEXUAL HARASSMENT
Sexual harassment will not be tolerated at Roncalli. Sexual harassment is defined as
any unwelcome sexual advance(s), verbal or physical. The effect of the behavior on
the victim, regardless of the intent of the accused, determines whether or not
harassment has occurred.
Students who believe they have been or are being sexually harassed should report the
harassment to the principal. Stacy Levsen, Dean, is the Title IX coordinator.
Violence, of any form, is not tolerated.
Violence is any mean word, sign, or act that hurts or threatens
to hurt a person’s body, dignity, or things.

No one is entitled to be violent. Violence will not be tolerated here.

Any violent act which is racist, sexual, involves physical fighting or is committed
against a staff member results in a parent conference and severe consequences.

“Respect man. He is the image of God.”
Pope John Paul Il

To demonstrate respect for all God’s creation.

We have a zero tolerance policy for hazing or initiation at our schools. Our policy for
students involved in activities specifically prohibits this type of behavior and this policy
is in effect year round. If students not involved in activities engage in hazing/initiation,
they will be referred to the Student Assistance Program.
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Annual Notice of Confidentiality of Information

In compliance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, Part B of
IDEA, the Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1983, parents and eligible students
have the right to do the following:



Inspect and review the student’s educational records;

Request the amendment of the student’s educational records to ensure

that they are not inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the

student’s privacy or other rights;

Consent to disclosure of personally identified information that is contained

in the student’s educational record, except to the extent that the act or

District Policy authorizes disclosure without consent’

4+  File with the U.S. Department of Education a complaint concerning alleged
failure by the agency or institution to comply with the requirements of the
act of this Chapter, and

4+ Obtain a copy of the district’s policy.

This right extends to all approved schools located within the Aberdeen Catholic

School System boundaries.
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Attendance
Rationale
The entire process of education requires a regular continuity of instruction, classroom
participation, learning experiences, and individual study in order to reach the total goal
of maximum educational benefits for each student. While it is true that written work
can be completed despite a student's absence from class, class instruction,
presentation, discussions, audio visual presentations, and student/teacher interaction
can never be made up for by an individual student who has missed these. This is the
essence of schooling. A student's contribution to and achievement in class are directly
related to attendance. It is critical for both students and parents to understand that
students miss an essential portion of their education when they are absent from class.
Furthermore, South Dakota statute requires the local board of education to enforce
definite standards of attendance. With these educational and legal requirements in
mind, the following requirements of attendance covering all regularly enrolled students
in grades 7-12 will be enforced:

A student must be in attendance from 8:00am until 3:12pm. Exceptions to
these times may occur due to special events schedules or inclement
weather.
School closing because of inclement weather will be announced on
Aberdeen radio stations. The Catholic Schools will follow the same
schedule as the public school.

Scheduled Absences
Parents/guardians should call or send a note stating the reason and time of
the absence to the office prior to a student’s planned absence from school.
Students should report to the office BEFORE THE START OF THE
SCHOOL DAY for issuance of a makeup slip.
Students are required to check-out at the office before leaving and check-in
at the office upon their return.
Students missing school for a planned absence must have the assignments
they will miss completed before the absence.

Unscheduled Absences
Parents/guardians should call the office by 8:30 to report an unscheduled
absence due to iliness or family emergency.
Students missing school for an unplanned absence have 2 days to
complete the assignments they missed during their absence. If a student
misses consecutive days of school he/she will have 2 days to makeup work
for each day they missed, with a maximum of 6 days.
If a student becomes ill during the school day he/she should report to the
office for assistance. Students who are ill will be released once a
parent/guardian contact has been made.

Excessive Absenteeism



Twelve or more absences from a class in any one semester may result in
loss of credit for that class.
Reissuing credit for that class will be contingent upon a meeting with the
student, principal, counselor, parents and teachers.
Medical exceptions with a written doctor’s statement or unusual
circumstances cleared with the principal will be taken into consideration.
School related absences are not included in excessive absence reports and
are not considered in determining loss of credit in a course. However,
excessive absences may prevent a student from attending school related
events that would require them to miss school.

Tardiness
If a student is tardy for his/her first period in the morning, he/she must
report to the office to be issued a tardy slip. Each student is allowed one
tardy per semester. Each subsequent tardy will result in detention.
A student that receives excessive tardies will be referred to the student
assistance team. The administration will confer with the student assistance
team to determine appropriate consequences.

Unexcused Class Absence
Students that are absent from a class without parent/guardian or principal
permission will be considered truant.
Students may not leave their classroom without their signed planner.
Students in the hallway during class periods without a signed planner can
be considered truant.
If a student is found to have left a classroom, skipped a class, or left school
property unexcused he/she will meet with the principal to determine the
consequences.
Consequences for unexcused absences could include: detentions,
suspensions, 2% deduction in final class grade, etc.

School Related Absences
Students participating in activities, fieldtrips, and other school related
absences are considered excused from school.
Students are required to attend school the morning following a game,
drama production, tournament, etc.
A student must be in attendance by NOON on the day of a performance or
contest to be eligible to participate unless the principal approves an
absence.
Seniors are allowed 2 school days to visit colleges. These days are
recorded as school related absences and are not recorded on a transcript.
Documentation may be required.

State Tournaments and Special Events

. Requests to attend school sponsored or school related events as a
spectator must be made in writing one school day prior to the start of the
event.
Students must have makeup work done prior to attending the event.
Requests received on the day of the event will not be excused.

88% OF Roncalli High School students have never tri ed
tobacco.
93% of Roncalli High School students prefer to date a

non-smoker.




Uniform and Dress Code

ABERDEEN CATHOLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM UNIFORM POLICY
Aberdeen Catholic School System has a uniform policy for three primary reasons.
First, the school believes that the manner in which individuals present themselves
affects how they view themselves, how others perceive them, and consequently, how
they perform in life. Secondly, in keeping with the school's mission of preparing
students for the future, acquiring an appropriate definition and sense of dress is an
essential part of the learning process. Thirdly, a uniform policy fosters a sense of
equality within the student body and reflects a higher uniform standard of work to be
accomplished by the students.
Therefore, students will dress in an appropriate manner; be modest, neat, and clean at
all times; and reflect a personal pride and dignity as well as the pride and dignity of the
school.
No stirrup pants or leggings shall be allowed, with the exception that leggings, in navy
or white colors only, will be allowed worn under jumpers.

Uniforms are required in grades K-12.
Uniform Purchasing
Any Donald’s brand is acceptable. You may mail the order form directly to Donald’s.
Donald’s will sell uniforms in the RHS gym twice a year.

DRESS REGULATIONS FOR ALL STUDENTS ON ALL SCHOOL DA YS
(these apply on all_ school days - uniform & non-uniform)
All students must maintain an appropriate level of personal hygiene that is neat, clean,
and pleasant.

Shoes are required. Slippers may not be worn at any time. Sandals may be worn by
students in greades 7-12 during May, August and September. Students in greades K-
6 may not wear “flip-flop” type sandals at any time.

Uniform shirts must be tucked in at all times. Uniform skirts must be no shorter than 3
inches above the knee.

If uniform sweatshirts or cardigans are worn, a designated uniform shirt must be worn
underneath. When layering uniform shirts, the shirt with the longest sleeve must be on
top.

Only PLAIN WHITE tee-shirts are allowed to be worn ___under the specified uniform
dress shirts or blouses. Colored tee-shirts or any tee-shirts with printing are not
allowed.

Hair for boys and girls shall be clean, well styled, and avoids extremes and faddish
forms. Boys must keep hair length above and not touching the collar. Sideburns must
not extend below the earlobe. Students are to be clean-shaven and look well
groomed.

Jewelry for both boys and girls shall be simple and modest. No more than two
earrings in each ear for girls. No other body piercing is allowed. The wearing of
earrings by boys is not permitted.

No visible tattoos are allowed.

Students in K-6 may not wear coats or jackets during school hours. Students in 7-12
may wear the approved uniform fleece jacket but no other coats or jackets during
school hours.

THE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION AND/OR STAFF RESERVES THE RIGHT TO
DEFINE AND DETERMINE WHAT IS NEAT, CLEAN, WELL GROO MED, AND
MODEST IN DRESS, CLOTHING AND APPEARANCE, AND WHAT IS NOT.



RONCALLI SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL (GRADES 9-12)

Students are expected to be in full uniform the first day of school, and for each day of
the year unless otherwise directed by the administration.

GIRLS

Skirts or Skorts:  The designated dark blue skirt purchased from Donald’s.
Pants: Any designated navy or khaki pants from Donald’s.

Shirts: Any of the designated shirts, oxfords or turtlenecks from Donald’s.
Sweatshirt: The official Roncalli navy sweatshirt purchased from the Spirit store,
Sweater: The designated navy cardigan with pockets, crew pullover or v-neck
pullover from Donald's. If any girl in high school chooses to wear the designated navy
pant from Donald’s from the boy’s or men’s department, she may do so.

Fleece Jacket : The official forest green, full zipper jacket with logo from Donald’s
available at the Spirit Store.

BOYS

Pants: Any designated navy or khaki pants from Donald’s.

Shirts:  Any of the designated shirts, oxfords or turtlenecks from Donald’s.
Sweatshirt: The official Roncalli navy sweatshirt sold by the Home and School
Association.

Sweater: The designated navy cardigan with pockets, crew pullover or v-neck
pullover from Donald’s.

Fleece Jacket : The official forest green, full zipper jacket with logo from Donald’s
available at the Spirit Store.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION UNIFORMS
Each student will be required to wear a physical education uniform. The uniform will
consist of tennis shoes, white socks, gym shorts, and tops. Plain Green or Gold shorts
(no logos) or Roncalli logo shorts and any Roncalli sports or activity t-shirt or a plain
white, gold or green t-shirt with short sleeves may be used. No Roncalli turtlenecks or
polo shirts will be allowed. No other advertising or printed shirts other than Roncalli will
be allowed.
Students not having their required uniform with them will not be excused from
participation. There will be clothing provided for the student for that day so the student
will be able to participate.
Alternative Dress Opportunities
On specified occasions students have the option of dressing down or dressing up from
the regular uniform.
Dress Up Days: Students must dress better than dress code attire. Dress attire must
be appropriate for the occasion and students are reminded to dress modestly. Skirts
must be no shorter than 3 inches above the knee.
Casual Dress Days: Shirts should not contain offensive writing. No frayed, tattered or
torn clothing or nylon sports pants may be worn. Shorts should be no shorter than
mid-thigh.
CONSEQUENCES FOR UNIFORM VIOLATIONS
Students who are out of uniform will be made to comply with the uniform policy
immediately. The student will have to call his/her parents to bring the acceptable
uniform. Until the student complies with the uniform policy, the student will not
be admitted to class and will be charged with unexcused absences.
After two uniform violations per semester, the student will serve in-school suspension
the day following the third violation and will require the parents to meet with the
administration.

Students with shirts untucked will serve detention for the violation. After three
detentions per semester, the student will serve in school suspension the day following
the fourth violation and will require the parents to meet with the administration.



General Information
COMMUNICATION
As partners in education, the school will communicate with parents and students
through conferences, written and oral reports, newsletters and Infinite Campus during
the school year. Infinite Campus can be accessed at www.aberdeenroncalli.org.
Parents should immediately contact the school with questions, concerns and
suggestions regarding their child or the school program.

For the safety and well-being of your child, please notify the school of any changes
that might affect his or her life at school (i.e., change of address and phone number,
death of a loved one, change in family status, parents out of town, etc.). We are a
team and we can work best when we keep each other informed.

VISITORS
The school will be locked during school hours except for specific entrances. All
visitors must check in at the office.
FIELD TRIPS
Students represent Roncalli Jr/Sr High School when they leave the building during the
school day Their conduct should reflect the high standards to the school.
Students will be in uniform unless permission is granted by the principal.
Students must go and return in the same group. No permission will be
granted to leave the assigned group except when parents request of the
chaperone directly in charge, that a student accompany the parents in the
parents’ car.
Students will report promptly to the designated place at the assigned time.
Permission forms obtained in the office must be signed by parents prior to
the student attending any school-sponsored trip.

COUNSELING SERVICE

Roncalli High School has a professionally qualified counselor. The
counselor will assist students with problems relating to their choice of subjects, future
educational plans, their choice of profession or vocation, and their personal problems.
Students are urged to acquaint themselves with the guidance services available.
Valuable information about careers, professions, and post-secondary education, is
kept on file in the guidance office. This information is available to all students and they
are urged to make use of this service
to help them answer their questions about future plans. Students are also encouraged
to seek out staff members to help them solve personal problems.

LIBRARY
The library serves a dual role: to supplement the school's curriculum, and to provide
reading material for personal enjoyment. For these reasons, the library is open all
day. Loan procedures include: books and magazines - two weeks; media materials,
encyclopedias, and reference books - overnight use; reserve books - for library use
only, may be loaned on an overnight basis.

There is a twenty-five cent fine for every school day the material is overdue. Notices
are posted on the library and office doors. Students should check the notice, and
return the material and pay the imposed fine. Neglecting to report why material is not
returned could result in a large fine. If a student refuses to comply with library
procedure, he/she will be refused library use. Unnecessary damage or loss of material
will result in a fine or total payment for the material's replacement.

FAITH COMMUNITY
The celebration of the Eucharist is at the heart of our Catholic Christian life and is
central to our life at Roncalli. Liturgies invite us to celebrate with one another, the
events in our lives and God in our midst. Mass is celebrated each week in the
cafetorium. This Mass is the highlight of the week at Roncalli High School. Students



assist in the preparation and planning of Mass. Students are also encouraged to
participate in the liturgy as a lector, cantor, altar servers, and gift bearers.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will also be offered for students on a regular basis
within the school year. Each student grade 7-11 will attend one retreat each year.
Seniors will attend 2 retreats during the year.

STUDENT CENTER
Procedures outlining permission to use the student center:
1. The use of the center is limited to senior students who have earned
the right for senior privileges.
2. The student center has as its purpose an opportunity for group
study and a chance for discussion.
. The use of the center is a privilege and may be revoked if misused.
. There will be no card playing in the student center.
. The student center is available for those seniors that have
privileges before school and during their lunch hour.
6. Student center privileges may be revoked.
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SCHOOL SPONSORED EVENTS
From time to time the school will sponsor certain activities (i.e., athletic contests,
dances, roller-skating parties, softball nights, ice-skating parties) for the entertainment
of the students. The following rules must be observed:

Students are encouraged to attend school dances and activities.

School dances are generally all-school dances.

Chaperones will be provided from the faculty and parents.

Groups sponsoring dances and other events must clear them through

the principal's office.

It shall be understood that all school regulations concerning conduct,

dress, and social habits shall be strictly enforced and that failure to

comply with these regulations shall be considered just cause for
dismissal of the offender. Parents will be notified.

5. Possession or use of tobacco, narcotics and alcoholic beverages is
strictly prohibited and shall be just cause for suspension as well as
notification of proper authorities.

7.  Students must show good taste in dancing.

8.  Students who leave prior to the close of the dance will not be
readmitted.

9.  Students are naturally expected to be hospitable to our guests and
chaperones and obedient to recognized authority.

10. A student bringing a guest who is not a member of our student body

must be responsible for making the guest aware of the rules applying
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to behavior.

11. All social events must be scheduled in advance on the master
calendar.

12. All dances shall be subject to the same general regulations.

13.
LUNCH
Roncalli participates in the Federal Hot Lunch Program. Meals are planned and
balanced nutritionally.. Students are required to remain at Roncalli during the noon
hour. No food or beverages other than water are permitted outside of the
lunchroom. Students must have a pass to leave the cafetorium.

Students who do not purchase the school lunch are encouraged to bring a ‘sack lunch’
from home. It is not appropriate to order lunches to be delivered; additionally, parents
are asked not to deliver special lunches (fast food) for their child or for groups of
students. It has been found that such situations create a disruption in the cafetorium.
All lunches will be eaten in the cafetorium.



SCHEDULE CHANGE
All students are carefully registered and their programs approved by parents. Number
of faculty and course offerings are decided upon in the spring as a result of the final
registration of the students. Schedule changes will therefore not ordinarily be
possible.

LOCKERS
Each student is assigned a locker. You and you alone have the combination to your
locker. Don't give this combination to anyone. The school does not assume any
responsibility for student property, including books. Each student will be
responsible for the cleanliness of his/her locker. Students are urged to go to their
lockers only before school, at noon, and after school. The administration reserves the
right to open lockers for the good of the school.

PARKING

Driving and parking on school grounds is considered a privilege. Students are
expected to operate their vehicles in a safe and ca  utious manner. Actions
contrary to this expectation could result in revoca tion of driving / parking
privileges.
1. Students who drive to school may park in the Roncalli lot.
2. The first row is for staff and visitor parking only.
3. In the remaining rows, please park within the painted yellow lines and the

electric light poles.

4. The fire lane must be kept open at all times. The administration may have the
vehicle towed at the owner's expense if it is not removed from the fire lane.

5. Students are to park their vehicles, lock their vehicles, and leave them
immediately. Loitering in the parking lot or cars is not allowed.

PHONE CALLS TO STUDENTS
Students will not be called to the phone during school hours unless the call is an
emergency.

STUDENT COUNCIL

A student council is organized in order to provide an opportunity for the students to
participate in the operation of the school. Some of the projects which the student
council undertakes are the homecoming events, spring fling week, and various other
activities for the benefit of the students and the school. Students are reminded that
the student council is their tool for a better school. It is only by bringing ideas and
suggestions to the student council that it can operate effectively.

STUDENT INSURANCE
Insurance for accidents will be available on a group plan. Information will be provided
to all students and returned applications handled through the unit office. Athletic
insurance will be made available through the coaches. Injured students should notify
the office immediately to insure proper coverage.

DISPENSEMENT OF MEDICATION

Prescription drugs and over-the-counter medicine should, whenever possible, be
dispensed by a parent or guardian. Aberdeen Catholic Schools acknowledges that its
personnel have limited or no knowledge of administering medications to students.
Aberdeen Catholic Schools can refuse to dispense medications to students. First aid
materials can be found in the office. Students who depend on medication in order to
stay in school, and whose parents cannot be present to dispense it, will follow this
procedure:

An Administration of Medication During the School Day form must be on

file. The form must include 1) the physician’s order, 2) a parental release,

and 3) the medication in the original, properly labeled container.



Prescription medication should be brought to the office in the morning, and
the student has the responsibility to return to the office when it is time to
take the medication.
ACTIVITY FEE
The student activity ticket admits students to athletic contests, drama productions,
assemblies, and music concerts held at Roncalli. It also serves as the lunch ticket.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Daily announcements will be read after morning prayer and at the end of the school
day. All school announcements and club information should be in the daily
announcements to receive maximum publicity.

ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT PLAN
The Aberdeen Catholic Schools has on file a complete and updated Management Plan
for dealing with asbestos containing building materials within the school district’s
buildings. The Management Plan is available for viewing by interested parties,
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. through 4:00 p.m. at Roncalli High School, 1400 N
Dakota St.

CLOSED CAMPUS
Roncalli maintains a closed campus. Students may not leave campus or go to the
student parking lot during the school day without permission. The only exception to
this is Senior Privileges.

Aberdeen Catholic School System Computer & Internet Acceptable Use Policy

Each school in the Aberdeen Catholic School System has a Local Area Network (LAN)
inter-connecting all computers in it's building. Nearly 200 computers in our three separate
schools participate as members of City Net—Aberdeen'’s fiber optic Asynchronous Transfer
Mode (ATM) Wide Area Network (WAN). Midcontinent Communications furnishes our
Internet Service.

Computers and the Internet represent extremely potent tools and resources for scholars.
Our computers are Educational Computers, not PC’s. Our network is intended to serve
legitimate educational purposes in a school setting. Buying and maintaining computer and
network equipment is an expensive and time-consuming proposition. Data traffic on the
Internet is ungoverned which poses an enormous potential for mis-use and abuse.
Indiscriminate, high-bandwidth downloading causes a slowdown for all network users. We
share a mutual responsibility with all other network users to control un-necessary data traffic.
Computer and Internet users also bear a responsibility for constructively using these
resources.

Personal actions reflect personal belief. Consider yourself a representative of your Faith,
your country, your school, your family, and yourself in every action you take, every place you
are. Our computers and everything attached to them are purchased with the money from
your tuition, or are given to the school by generous persons. In this sense take good care of
computer equipment as if it were your own. Consider Roncalli’s reason for being, purpose
and attitude. Be responsible to yourself and others. The following rules are reasonable and
easy to follow.

Rules for acceptable use of computers and Internet

No food or drinks are permitted in computer labs. Do not litter. Help keep labs clean.

Do not use a computer to cause any kind of harm to others or their work.

Do not change, alter, or tamper with settings on any computer.

Do not install or remove software of any kind on any computer.

Do not download software of any kind. Do not violate copyright laws.

Do not waste space on your personal network storage. Student network space is 25MB.

Do not waste paper of frivolous printing.

Do not view objectionable images, or web sites.

Do not use web-based e-mail services-e.g. MSN, AOL, HOTMAIL, YAHOO, etc.

Do not download or listen to music files of any kind — e.g. MP3 files.

Do not download and use file-sharing clients — e.g. Gnutella, Limeware, Bearshare, Napster,
Aimster, etc. File-sharing clients pose a serious threat to the security and integrity of
Roncalli's network.

Do not view or listen to streaming media — e.g. Real Player web content.

Do not visit chat rooms of any kind — e.g. ICQ.

Do not visit or use Internet auction sites of any kind.

Do not furnish personal information of any kind over the internet.

Disk drives and personal network storage privacy is not guaranteed. Periodic, random audits



of computers and student network storage will be performed.

Two levels of Internet content filtering are used at Roncalli. Each mechanism maintains a
log of user activity and web sites visited. These logs may be used as evidence of violation of
Acceptable Use rules. More precise, comprehensive Internet monitoring mechanisms will be
implemented. Students will be required to pay for damages and vandalism of computer
equipment.

Be willing to account for your actions ~ — Discipline for violation of the Acceptable Use
rules is considered on a case-by-case basis. When appropriate, parents will be notified,
student will meet with the Dean or Principal, and legal authorities will be notified. In general,
expect the following disciplinary measures to apply:

1% offense: network & computer use revoked up to 21 school days. Limited supervised use

” may apply. o ]
2" offense : network & computer use revoked for 60 school days. Limited supervised use

may apply.
3" offense: all network & computer use revoked for a period of one year.
Aberdeen Catholic Schools reserves the right to impose consequences for inappropriate behavior that takes
place off campus and outside school hours. Thus, inappropriate use of technology (for example, on a home
computer), may subject the student to consequences. Inappropriate use includes harassment, use of school
name, remarks directed to or about teachers, offensive communications and safety threats.

ACSS does not, however, actively monitor student use of technology (Internet Blogs, chat rooms, etc.).
While our filtering system establishes some parameters for appropriate use within our building, students and
parents/guardians are primarily responsible for the appropriate and ethical use of technology, especially in
the home.

Network Login and Password — Login names are the first four letters of last name
followed by first four letters of first name — e.g. Jonathan Livingstone = livijona. Passwords
expire every 60 days. Charge for re-newing forgotten passwords is $0.50 (Proceeds are put
in general student fund). Do not share your network account or password with any person.
Do not trespass in another’s folders, work, or files.

Plagiarism — Copying the work of others and passing it as your own is a serious academic
offense. Teachers easily detect plagiarized material. Do not take the easy route. Do your
work. Do it well. Give proper credit to those whose ideas and work have contributed to your
own.

Adopted by ACSS School Board, December 2001

WITHDRAWAL AND TRANSFER
Whenever a student withdraws from school, he/she must report to the office stating
that he/she is withdrawing or transferring to another school. A meeting with the
Principal, the student, and the parents will be held prior to any other action being
taken. Records will be sent when an official request is received from the new school.
However, no official transcripts shall be sent until all fees and tuition are paid in full.

The Administration reserves the right to amend the student
handbook when necessary.

GOOD REASONS FOR TEENS NOT TO

SMOKE:
Your parents want you to avoid tobacco

To maintain self-respect

Smoking is illegal

Smoking is addictive.

A special thanks to the South Dakota Tobacco Grémt partial funding of this
planner.

























Hints for improving sentence fluency

*Never start two sentences the same way in a paragraph
unless it is to create a sense of repetition and impact for
effect

*Read the written text aloud. Often times the writer can hear
errors when the text is read aloud.

*If there is a lack of variety in sentence beginnings, look at
the words that appear later in the sentence. Could they move
to the beginning?

*If there are too many short, choppy sentences, look to
combine the ideas that are in another sentence. Adding
complex sentences can improve writing fluency dramatically.

*Be careful of sentences that have too many conjunctions or
subordinating clauses. Try to avoid “and overload.”

*Check the commas. Lack of commas can cause unclear
meaning and commas used in the wrong places can lead to
choppy sounding sentences.

Sentence beginnings

Use one of these methods to create variety at the
beginnings of a sentence to break out of the “subject-
verb begun sentence rut.”

1. Two adjectives: Intelligent, hardworking
students study every night.

2. Appositive: Margaret, the top student in
the class , often goes to the library.

3. Prepositional Phrase: In the brightly lit
classroom , students study for their science

Test.

4. Infinitive: To prepare for the test is the
student’s responsibility.

5. Gerund: Listening and studying all day
will be the responsibility of the student.

6. Participle: Having sat in the classroom all
day, the students were ready for a




Snack.
7. Adverb Clause: Until we learned the parts
of speech , we couldn’t improve our
writing.
8. Adjective Clause: Andy, who has the mind
of a scientist , worked as a lab
assistant.
9. Noun Clause: That Andy has read every
book in the library has never been

proven.
_Subordinating conjunctions for writing Noun
With adverb clauses clauses
After although as are
As if as long as ~usually
Because as soon as introduce
Before if d
Even though With
Since SO these
Than though words
Unless until That
When whenever What
Where wherever whatever
Who
Whoever
Whom
Whomever

Active clauses are introduced by relative pronouns
Who
Whom
Whose
Which
That









