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�
KINDERGARTEN HISTORY STANDARDS Quarter 
1. Desc ribe examples of past events in legends and  

historic a l ac c ounts, suc h as stories of Johnny App leseed , 
Betsy Ross, Squanto, and  George Washing ton Carver. 

�
�

�
1,2,3,4 

2. Rec ognize c harac teristic s of Americ an leaders through 
exposure to b iographies of important peop le of our past, 
suc h as George Washing ton, Abraham Linc oln, Thomas 
Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and  Rosa  Parks. 

�
�
�
�

2,3 
3. Connec t peop le and  events honored  in 

c ommemora tive holidays, inc lud ing Na tive Americ an 
Day, Veterans Day, Thanksg iving , Independenc e Day, 
Martin Luther King Day, President’ s Day, and  Memoria l 
Day. 

�
�
�
 
1,2,3,4 

KINDERGARTEN GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS �

1. Compare and  c ontrast the rela tive size and  loc a tion of 
peop le, p lac es, and  things by identifying here/ there, 
near/ fa r, up / down, left/ right, and  behind / in front. 

 
 

1 
2. Use a  map and  map symbols to rec ognize d irec tions, 

c ontinents, and  poles. 
 

1,3 
3. Use map symbols to rec ognize land , wa ter, roads, and  

c ities. 
 

2,3 
4. Loc a te a reas referenc ed  in historic a lly based  legends 

and  stories. 
 

1,2,3,4 
5. Compare the g lobe and  a  map as models of the earth. 1 
6. Rec ognize tha t, in add ition to maps and  globes, 

geographic  loc a tions a re c ommunic a ted  through 
various representa tiona l models: p ic tographs, ba r 
graphs, and  d iagrams. 

 
 
 

1,2,3,4 
7. Demonstra te familia rity w ith the layout of his or her 

sc hool. 
 

1 
KINDERGARTEN CIVICS STANDARDS  
1. Rec ognize the important ac tions required  in 

demonstra ting c itizenship : respec ting roles of members 
and  leaders of a  group ; sharing responsib ilities in a  
group ; identifying ways to help  others; respec ting the 
ind ividua l right to express an op inion; and  
ac knowledg ing tha t peop le think and  ac t d ifferently. 

 
 
 
 
 

1,2,3,4 
2. Disc uss the a ttributes of a  good  c itizen w ith emphasis on 

trust, respec t, responsib ility, fa irness, and  c aring. 
 

1,2,3,4 
3. Rec ognize pa triotic  symbols and  ac tivities; na tiona l flag ; 

“ The Sta r Spangled  Banner” ; and  Pledge of Alleg ianc e. 
 

1,2,3,4 
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KINDERGARTEN ECONOMICS STANDARDS  
1. Matc h oc c upa tions w ith simple desc rip tions of work. 2 
2. Will identify basic  ec onomic  c onc ep ts, inc lud ing the 

d ifferenc e between basic  needs (food , c lothing, and  
shelter) and  wants (luxuries); and  the p rac tic e of 
exc hanging money for goods. 

 
 
 

2 
�
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FIRST GRADE HISTORY STANDARDS Quarter 
1. Identify through b iographies and  stories the admirab le 

deeds performed  by past leaders, suc h as: Helen 
Keller, Ben Franklin, Martin Luther King , Cla ra  Barton, 
Alexander Graham Bell, Thomas Ed ison, George 
Washing ton, and  Ab raham Linc oln. 

 
 
 
 
2 and  3 

2. Compare the lives of peop le and  events assoc ia ted  
w ith ma jor holidays, inc lud ing Na tive Americ an Day, 
Thanksg iving , Veterans Day and  Memoria l Day, 
Independenc e Day, and  Presidents’  Day. 

 
 
 
1, 2, 3 

3. Rec a ll peop le and  events from the past and  make 
inferenc es about everyday life of the time period . 

 
2 

4. Compare everyday life in sc hool and  c ommunity and  
rec ognize tha t peop le, p lac es, and  things c hange 
over time. 

 
 
2 

FIRST GRADE GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS 
1. Construc t a  simple map using a  map key and  symbols. 1 
2. Use the g lobe to identify c a rd ina l d irec tions, the four 

oc eans, the United  Sta tes, South Dakota , and  the loc a l 
c ommunity. 

 
 
1 

3. Use a  p ic ture map to loc a te home and  sc hool 
add resses. 

 
1 

FIRST GRADE CIVICS STANDARDS 
1. Rec ognize a ttributes and  c onsequenc es of c itizenship  

tha t app ly to family, sc hool, and  c ommunity units, suc h 
as respec ting roles of authority, follow ing rules c rea ted  
for the p rotec tion of a ll, and  ac c ep ting c onsequenc es 
of rules. 

 
 
 
 
2 

2. Rec ognize politic a l roles of leaders in the la rger 
c ommunity, suc h as the mayor, the governor, the 
leg isla tors, the c ongressmen, sena tors, and  the 
p resident. 

2 

3. Differentia te between a  pa id  worker and  a  volunteer. 2 
4. Ac knowledge pa triotic  c onnec tions by exp la ining the 

design of the flag , understand ing the importanc e of 
the eag le symbol, rec iting  the Pledge of Alleg ianc e, 
and  identifying the Linc oln Memoria l and  Washing ton 
Monument. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2 
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FIRST GRADE ECONOMICS STANDARDS 
1. Desc ribe the d ifferenc es between human resourc es 

(peop le a t work); na tura l resourc es (wa ter, soil, wood , 
c oa l, etc .); and  c ap ita l resourc es (mac hines, tools, 
etc .) used  to p roduc e goods or servic es. 

 
 
 
1 

2. Exp la in the d ifferenc es between goods and  servic es 
and  how people a re both buyers and  sellers of goods 
and  servic es. 

 
 
1 

3. Exp la in tha t lim its on resourc es require peop le to make 
c hoic es about p roduc ing and  c onsuming goods and  
servic es. 

 
 
4 
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�
�
SECOND GRADE HISTORY STANDARDS Quarter 
1. Rec ognize the c ontributions of anc ient Egyp tian and  

Chinese c iviliza tions whic h have impac ted  p resent day 
life, inc lud ing c ommunic a tion, a rc hitec tura l 
monuments, c a lendar system, number system, and  
laws. 

 
 
 
 

3,4 
2. Study va rious c ommunity struc tures and  the roles of 

men, women, and  c hild ren w ithin the c ommunity w ith 
emphasis on Pilg rims; p ioneers; Na tive Americ ans 
(Sioux); and  reserva tion, rura l, suburban, and  urban 
c ommunities of the p resent. 

 
 
 
 

1,2 
SECOND GRADE GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS 
1. Construc t a  simple aeria l view map of the c lassroom 

using a  map key and  symbols. 
 
1 

2. 
 

Use the g lobe to label the equa tor and  c ontinents. 1 

3. Use a  map to identify the four d irec tions on a  c ompass 
rose; interp ret the symbols of a  map key/ legend ; 
identify South Dakota  through the use of boundary 
lines; loc a te Washing ton, D.C.; and  transfer and  label 
the seven c ontinents, oc eans, North Americ an 
c ountries/  ma jor mounta in ranges/  ma jor rivers, and  
the Grea t Lakes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1,2,3,4 
SECOND GRADE CIVICS STANDARDS 
1. Distinguish the d ifferenc e between rules and  laws. 3 
2. Rec ognize tha t laws a re needed  in a  c ommunity. 3 
3. Disc uss the lawmaking p roc ess and  how leaders work 

together. 
3 

4. Rec ognize tha t there a re lega l c onsequenc es for 
lawbreakers. 

3 

5. Define c onserva tion in terms of ways c itizens p rotec t 
g loba l resourc es w ith emphasis on reduc ing, reusing, 
and  rec yc ling . 
 
 
 
 

4 
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SECOND GRADE ECONOMICS STANDARDS 
1. Exp la in the interdependenc e of p roduc ers and  

c onsumers in a  market ec onomy by desc rib ing fac tors 
tha t have influenc ed  c onsumer demand ; and  ways 
tha t p roduc ers have used  na tura l resourc es, human 
resourc es, and  c ap ita l resourc es to p roduc e goods 
and  servic es in the past and  p resent. 

 
 
 
 
 

2,3 
2. Simula te the exc hange of money for goods and  

servic es and  identify ways to save money. 
 
2 

3. Distinguish between money and  barter ec onomic s. 2 
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THIRD GRADE HISTORY STANDARDS Quarter 
1. Study their loc a l c ommunity and  its history. 

The history of Aberdeen 
 
1 

2. Summarize the va rious reasons for exp lora tion and  
settlement of the United  Sta tes through the study of 
Spanish, English, and  Frenc h exp lorers, inc lud ing 
relig ious reasons, ec onomic  reasons, and  
geographic a l reasons. 

 
 
 
 
2 

3. Ana lyze the obstac les and  suc c esses of the early 
settlers in c rea ting c ommunities, inc lud ing land forms, 
resourc es, and  waterways. 

 
 
2 

4. Draw c onnec tions to p resent day migra tion and  
settlement pa tterns, inc lud ing rura l to urban, and  the 
c ontinued  globa l migra tion to Americ a . 

 
 
3 

THIRD GRADE GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS Quarter 
1. Integra te the study of c ommunities through map 

work by identifying , loc a ting, and  using map title, 
map key, c ompass rose, lines and  borders, roads and  
routes, and  ob jec ts and  symbols. 

 
 
 
1 

2. Use grid  systems to loc a te c ommunities. 1 
3. Construc t a  map using key and  symbols, map sc a le, 

title, c ompass rose inc lud ing intermed ia te d irec tions, 
and  boundaries. 

 
 
1 

4. Construc t and  label a  land form map of the United  
Sta tes, inc lud ing the five mounta in ranges, bordering 
oc eans and  the Gulf of Mexic o, ma jor rivers, and  the 
Grea t Lakes. 

 
 
 
 

THIRD GRADE CIVICS STANDARDS  
1.  Rec ognize the rela tionship  between rights, respec t, 

responsib ilities and  c onsequenc es of c itizenship . 
 
3 

2. Ana lyze human rela tionships and  roles between and  
among ind ividua ls and  c onsequenc es of c itizenship . 

 
2 

3. Exp la in the fundamenta l ideas and  p rinc ipa ls tha t 
form the founda tion of our government and  various 
c ommunities of the past and  p resent w ith emphasis 
on life, liberty, pursuit of happ iness, and  equa lity 
under the law. 

 
 
 
 
2 

4. Exp la in why c ommunities have rules or laws and  how 
they p rotec t the rights and  freedoms of ind ividua ls. 

 
4 

5. Exp la in the p roc ess of making rules and  laws, 
enforc ing laws, voting, bec oming a  c itizen.  

 
4 

6. Rec ognize tha t there a re va rious government bod ies 
suc h as c ounc ils, boards, and  leg isla tures. 

 
4 
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THIRD GRADE ECONOMICS STANDARDS QUARTER 
1. Exp la in sc arc ity by c iting  examples of lim ited  supp lies 

and  sc arc e resourc es. 
 
4 

2. Exp la in goods and  servic es ava ilab le in the students’  
c ommunity and  how c hanging modes of 
transporta tion and  c ommunic a tion impac t their 
d istribution. 

 
 
 
4 

3. Exp la in the rela tionships between taxa tion and  
government servic e. 

 
3 

4. Summarize how various government regula tions 
a ffec t use of loc a l resourc es. 

 
3 
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FOURTH GRADE HISTORY STANDARDS QUARTER 
1. Examine various reg ions of the United  Sta tes in 

order to foc us on how the follow ing a ffec ted  
development of South Dakota , inc lud ing site 
selec tion of settlements (geographic a l loc a tion – 
where and  why), opportunities ava ilab le, na tura l 
resourc es, and  popula tion influenc es. 

 
 
 
 
 

2,3,4 
2. Exp la in the impac t of peop le and  geographic  

loc a tion on the growth and  expansion of South 
Dakota , emphasizing  Manda, Arika ra , Sioux, and  
other historic  tribes; exp lorers (Lewis and  Cla rk and  
the Vered rye b rothers) and  traders (Pierre Chorteau 
and  Manuel Lisa ); ra ilroad  expansion and  town 
build ing; homesteaders and  gold  miners; and  
ra infa ll, p ra irie, Grea t Pla ins, Blac k Hills, and  the 
Missouri River system. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

3. Trac e the history of South Dakota  w ith emphasis on 
notab le South Dakotans suc h as Red  Cloud , Sitting  
Bull, John B. S. Todd , Fred  T. Evans, Laura  Inga lls 
Wilder, James Sc otty Philip , Niels E. Hansen, 
Gertrude (Zitka la -Sa) Bonin, Peter Norbec k, and  
Franc is Case; impac t of the gold  rush; c ontroversy 
over sta tehood ; and  Ind ian War and  reserva tion 
life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

4. Ana lyze issues of c onc ern in South Dakota , 
inc lud ing wa ter issues; fa rming and  ranc hing issues; 
Ind ian and  Non-Ind ian rela tionships; and  
urban/ rura l popula tion c hanges. 

 
 
 

4 
FOURTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS QUARTER 
1. Differentia te between sta te and  na tiona l 

boundaries. 
1 

2. Define reg ions as c a tegorized  by geographic  
loc a tion. 

 
1,2,3 

3. Use appropria te maps for a  spec ific  purpose, 
inc lud ing eleva tion, land  use-resourc e, road  maps 
and  mileage tab les, time zones, and  
migra tion/ movement pa tterns. 

 
 
 

All Year 
4. Rec ognize tha t long itude and  la titude c onstitute a  

map grid  used  in absolute loc a tion. 
 
 
 

 
1,2 



 13 

5. Loc a te ma jor South Dakota  geographic a l fea tures, 
suc h as the Missouri River; the Blac k Hills and  
Bad lands; and  the c ap ita l (Pierre) and  the follow ing 
c ities: Sioux Fa lls, Rap id  City, Aberdeen, Huron, and  
Yankton. 

 
 
 

4 

6. Eva lua te the impac t geography has on the 
inhab itants of South Dakota  suc h as loc a tion of 
c ities, transporta tion, industries, agric ultura l 
p roduc ts, and  c ulture. 

 
 

 
4 

FOURTH GRADE CIVICS STANDARDS QUARTER 
1. Ana lyze the ac tions and  rights of a  responsib le 

c itizen, suc h as obey rules (c lassroom, family, 
c ommunity), the use of c onflic t resolution and  
c ompromise, voting rights, p roperty rights, c ivil 
rights, and  human rights. 

 
 
 

1,2 

2. Compare the c hang ing roles and  c ultures of the 
ind ividua ls role ac c ord ing to gender, age, and  
oc c upa tion in va rious groups, suc h as family, 
c ommunity, and  soc ia l c lass struc ture. 

 
 
 
All Year 

3. Ana lyze the design and  purpose of va rious pa triotic  
c elebra tions, trad itions, c ustoms, and  symbols, suc h 
as the flag , the Grea t Sea l, Sta tute of Liberty, Unc le 
Sam, Mount Rushmore, and  Tomb of the Unknown 
Sold ier. 

 
Ac c ord ing to 
reg ions in 2,3, 

4 

4. Identify the South Dakota  sta te flag , song, flower, 
b ird , and  nic kname. 

 
4 

5. Identify examples from South Dakota  history of 
c onflic ts over rights, how the c onflic ts were 
resolved , the important peop le who helped  resolve 
them, and  c onflic ts tha t rema in unresolved . 

 
 
 

4 
FOURTH GRADE ECONOMICS STANDARDS QUARTER 
1. Exp la in the role of money, banking , savings, and  

c red it in westward  expansion. 
3- Jr. 
Ac hievement 

2.  Identify how government pays for the goods and  
servic es it p rovides (taxing and  borrowing). 

 
2 

3. Summarize the fac tors tha t a ffec t ec onomic  
systems, inc lud ing family financ e, d rought, and  
tourism. 

Ac c ord ing to 
reg ions in a ll 
quarters 
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FIFTH GRADE HISTORY STANDARDS QUARTER 
1. Desc ribe life in Americ a  before the 17th c entury by 

identifying and  desc rib ing the a rriva l, settlement, 
and  c ulture of the first Americ ans, inc lud ing Ind ians 
of the Northwest, Southwest, Pla ins, Eastern 
Wood lands, and  Midd le Americ a ; and  inferring  
how c limate and  geography influenc ed  the way 
various Ind ian tribes lived . 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
2. Loc a te the routes and  eva lua te early exp lora tions 

of the Americ as in terms of reasons for exp lora tions, 
obstac les and  ac c omplishments of key exped itions 
from Spa in, Portuga l, Franc e, and  England ; life 
c hanging impac t on the first Americ ans; and  
c ompetition tha t developed  among European 
powers for c ontrol of North Americ a . 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
3. Rela te fac tors of c olonia l Americ a  tha t led  to the 

found ing of c olonies, emphasizing the reasons for 
settling  in the c olonies, inc lud ing esc ape from 
relig ious persec ution, release from prison, 
ec onomic  opportunity, and  adventure; and  
c ontrasts of the c olonia l reg ions (New England , 
mid -Atlantic , and  South) in regard  to geography, 
ec onomy, and  c ulture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
4.  Desc ribe the politic a l and  ec onomic  rela tionship  

between the c olonies and  England ; and  c onflic ts 
between the c olonies and  England  tha t led  to 
Americ an Revolution. 

 
 
 

1 
5. Compare influentia l peop le and  events in the 

Americ an Revolution, suc h as King George, Lord  
Cornwallis, John Adams, Samuel Adams, Paul 
Revere, Benjamin Franklin, George Washing ton, 
Thomas Jefferson, and  Pa tric k Henry. 

 
 
 
 

1 
6. Desc ribe milita ry stra teg ies whic h resulted  in the 

defea t of the British. 
 

2 
7. Identify the steps in the forma tion of the new 

government in terms of British and  Colonia l belief in 
rep resenta tive government as demonstra ted  in the 
Magna Carta , Eng lish Bill of Rights, the Mayflower 
Compac t, and  the Artic les of Confedera tion; the 
philosophy of government expressed  in the 
Dec la ra tion of Independenc e; the U.S. Constitution 
and  Bill of Rights; and  the separa tion of powers in 
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the federa l government and  the powers reserved  
for sta tes. 

 
2 

8. Weigh the c ha llenges fac ed  by the new United  
Sta tes government in regard  to ra tific a tion of the 
Constitution, ma jor issues fac ing the first four 
p residents in estab lishing a  strong c ohesive 
government, c onflic ts tha t resulted  in the 
emergenc e of two politic a l pa rties, and  c onflic ts 
involved  w ith the War of 1812. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
9. Summarize the growth and  c hange in Americ a  

from the Revolution to 1861 w ith emphasis on 
territoria l exp lora tion, expansion, and  settlement of 
the Louisiana  Purc hase; ac quisition of Florida , 
Texas, Oregon, and  Ca lifornia ; the influenc e of 
geographic , ec onomic , and  c lima tic  fac tors on 
the movement of peop le, goods and  servic es 
(volunta rily and  involunta rily as in the Tra il of Tea rs); 
the effec t of Americ an rela tionships w ith other 
c ountries on our westward  expansion; and  the 
impac t of inventions suc h as the steamboa t, 
c otton g in, and  loc omotives on life in Americ a . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
10. Desc ribe key events, and  identify c auses and  

effec ts of the Civil War and  Rec onstruc tion in terms 
of soc ia l, ec onomic , and  philosophic a l d ifferenc es 
between North and  the South as embod ied  in the 
Linc oln/ Douglas deba tes; events lead ing to 
sec ession and  war; p rominent leaders of the North 
and  South suc h as Abraham Linc oln, Ulysses S. 
Grant, Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, Fred ric k 
Douglass, and  Harriet Tubman; c ampa ign 
stra teg ies and  p ivota l ba ttles; the Emanc ipa tion 
Proc lamation and  Gettysburg Add ress; and  the 
impac t of rec onstruc tion polic ies on both the North 
and  South. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

FIFTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS QUARTER 
1. App ly long itude and  la titude to find  absolute 

loc a tions on a  map. 
 

1 
2. Determine the purpose of and  use appropria te 

maps, inc lud ing relief, p roduc t, road  maps, and  
mileage tab les, time zones, migra tion/ movement 
pa tterns, popula tion, and  historic a l. 

 
 
 

1 
3. Compare maps of d ifferent sc a les. 1 
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FIFTH GRADE CIVICS STANDARDS QUARTER 
1. Desc ribe how c itizens of a  democ rac y g ive the 

government authority to make dec isions on their 
beha lf. 

 
 

3 
2. Define and  list examples of va rious forms of 

government, inc lud ing, a  democ rac y, repub lic , 
monarc hy, and  d ic ta torship . 

 
 

3 
3. Define our Democ ra tic  government in terms of 

levels of government suc h as loc a l, sta te, and  
na tiona l; b ranc hes of government suc h as 
leg isla tive, exec utive, and  jud ic ia l; and  the 
governmenta l bod ies suc h as c ounc ils, boards, and  
leg isla tures. 

 
 
 
 

3 

4. Disc uss democ ra tic  p rinc ip les in regard  to politic a l 
pa rties and  their symbols. 

 
3 

5. Interp ret pa trio tic  slogans, exc erp ts from notab le 
speec hes, and  doc uments in United  Sta tes history 
through the Civil War, inc lud ing “ g ive me liberty or 
g ive me dea th”  by Pa tric k Henry, “ remember the 
Alamo” , Gettysburg Add ress, Preamble to the 
Constitution, and  Dec la ra tion of Independenc e. 

 
 
 
 
 

2,3,4 
6. Identify examples from history of c onflic ts over 

rights,  how the c onflic ts were resolved , and  the 
important peop le who helped  resolve them from 
c olonia l times through the Civil War w ith emphasis 
on the Revolutionary War and  the Civil War.  

 
 
 
 

2,3,4 
FIFTH GRADE CIVICS STANDARDS QUARTER 
1. Summarize the role of supp ly and  demand  in early 

United  Sta tes history. 
 

2 
2. Ana lyze the ec onomic  d ifferenc es between the 

North and  South during the Civil War period . 
 

4 
3. Desc ribe examples of va rious institutions tha t make 

up  ec onomic  systems, suc h as households, 
businesses, banks, government agenc ies, labor 
unions, and  c orpora tion. 

 
 

3 – Junior 
Ac hievement 
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SIXTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS  
The standards in grade six expand  student understand ing of history by 
studying the peop le and  events tha t ushered  in the dawn of the ma jor 
western and  non-western anc ient c iviliza tions. Geography is the spec ia l 
signific anc e in the development of the human story. Continued  emphasis 
is p lac ed  on the everyday lives, p rob lems, and  ac c omplishments of 
peop le and  their role in develop ing soc ia l, ec onomic , and  politic a l 
struc tures, as well as in estab lishing and  spread ing ideas tha t helped  
transform the world  forever. Students develop  higher levels of c ritic a l 
thinking by c onsidering why c iviliza tions developed  where they d id , why 
they bec ame dominant, and  why they dec lined . Students ana lyze the 
interac tions among the va rious c ultures, emphasizing their enduring 
c ontributions and  the link, desp ite time, between the c ontemporary and  
anc ient world . 
SIXTH GRADE WORLD HISTORY/ ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS 
STANDARDS 

 
QUARTER 

1. Desc ribe the early physic a l and  c ultura l 
development of humankind  from the Pa leolithic  
period  to the agric ultura l revolution, emphasizing 
the hunter-ga therer soc ieties and  their 
c harac teristic s, inc lud ing the development of tools 
and  the use of fire; the loc a tions of human 
c ommunities tha t popula ted  the ma jor reg ions of 
the world  and  how humans adap ted  to a  va riety 
of environments; and  the c lima tic  c hanges and  
the human mod ific a tions of the physic a l 
environment tha t gave rise to the domestic a tion of 
p lants and  animals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
2. Ana lyze the geographic , politic a l, ec onomic , and  

soc ia l struc tures of Mesopotamia  and  Egyp t w ith 
emphasis on the loc a tion and  desc rip tion of the 
river systems, the physic a l settings tha t supported  
permanent settlement and  early c iviliza tions, the 
development of agric ultura l tec hniques tha t 
inc reased  p roduc tion whic h led  to ec onomic  
surp lus, the emergenc e of c ities as c enters of 
c ulture and  power, the rela tionship  between 
relig ion and  the soc ia l and  politic a l orders in eac h 
c iviliza tion, the orig in and  influenc e of Juda ism, the 
signific anc e of Hammurab i’ s Code, the a rt and  
a rc hitec ture of Egyp t, the impac t of Egyp tian 
trade in the eastern Med iterranean and  Nile 
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Va lley, the evolution of language and  its written 
forms, and  c ultura l c ontributions and  their effec t 
on modern everyday life. 

1 – Egyp t 
2 - 
Mesopotamia  

3. Ana lyze the geographic , politic a l, ec onomic , and  
soc ia l struc tures of anc ient China  and  Ind ia  w ith 
emphasis on the loc a tion and  desc rip tion of the 
river systems and  the physic a l settings tha t 
supported  the rise of these c iviliza tions; the 
geographic a l fea tures of China  tha t made 
governanc e and  movement of ideas and  goods 
d iffic ult and  served  to isola te tha t reg ion from the 
rest of the world ; the signific anc e of the Aryan 
invasions in Ind ia  w ith emphasis on the soc ia l 
struc ture of the c astle system; the ma jor beliefs and  
p rac tic es of Hinduism; the ma jor beliefs and  
p rac tic es of Buddhism and  how it sp read  to other 
reg ions, espec ia lly during the Mauryan Empire; the 
fundamenta l teac hings of Confuc ianism and  
Taoism; the polic ies, ac hievements, and  politic a l 
c ontributions of the Qin and  Han dynasties in 
China ; the loc a tions of the trans-Eurasian “ silk 
roads” ; and  c ultura l c ontributions and  their effec t 
on modern everyday life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 – Ind ia  
3- China  

4. Ana lyze the geographic , politic a l, ec onomic , and  
soc ia l struc tures of the early c iviliza tion of Anc ient 
Greec e w ith emphasis on the loc a tion and  
physic a l setting  tha t supported  the rise of this 
c iviliza tion; the c onnec tions between geography 
and  the development of c ity-sta tes, inc lud ing 
pa tterns of trade and  c ommerc e; the transition 
from tyranny and  oliga rc hy to early democ ra tic  
forms of government and  the signific anc e of 
c itizenship ; the d ifferenc es between Athenian, or 
d irec t, democ rac y and  representa tive 
democ rac y; the signific anc e of Greek mythology 
to the everyday life of peop le in anc ient Greec e 
and  its influenc e on modern litera ture and  
language; the simila rities and  d ifferenc es between 
life in Athens and  Sparta ; the rise of Alexander the 
Grea t in the north and  the sp read  of Greek c ulture; 
and  the c ultura l c ontributions in the a reas of a rts, 
sc ienc e, language, a rc hitec ture, government, and  
philosophy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
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5. Ana lyze the geographic , politic a l, ec onomic , and  
soc ia l struc tures in the development of Rome with 
emphasis on the loc a tion and  physic a l setting  tha t 
supported  the rise of the Roman repub lic ; the 
signific anc e and  the repub lic an form of 
government; the politic a l and  geographic  reasons 
for the growth of the Roman Empire; the influenc e 
of Julius Cesar and  Augustus in Rome’s transition 
from repub lic  to emp ire; the orig in and  spread  of 
Christianity during the Roman Empire; and  the 
c ultura l c ontributions in the a reas of a rt, 
a rc hitec ture, tec hnology, sc ienc e, litera ture, 
language an d  law. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
6. Ana lyze the geographic , politic a l, ec onomic , and  

soc ia l struc tures of the Mesoameric an and  
Andean c iviliza tions w ith emphasis on the loc a tions 
and  physic a l settings of Mexic o, Centra l and  South 
Americ a  tha t supported  the rise of these 
c iviliza tions; the geographic  influenc e on Mayan, 
Aztec , and  Inc an ec onomies, their trade, and  the 
development of urban soc ieties; the roles of 
peop le in eac h soc iety, inc lud ing c lass struc tures, 
family life, warfa re, beliefs, and  slavery; the reasons 
and  the Spanish were ab le to defea t Aztec  and  
Inc a  Empires; the a rtistic  and  ora l trad itions and  
a rc hitec ture of the three c iviliza tions; and  the 
c ultura l c ontributions espec ia lly in the a reas of 
astronomy, ma thema tic s, and  agric ulture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 – Maya  w ith 
Mexic o and  
Centra l 
Americ a ,  
4 – South 
Americ a  w ith 
Aztec  and  
Inc an 

7. Junior Doc ent Program Business Partnership  w ith 
Dac otah Pra irie Museum – lea rning and  sharing 
Brown County History by g iving tours, p resenta tions, 
help ing w ith trunks, c onduc ting a fternoon in the 
past w ith making butter and  c and les, and  working 
w ith p ra irie type a rt p rojec ts. 

 
 
 
 
 

All 
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Grades 7 – 12 Belief Sta tements 
 
We believe students need  to: 
 

1. Understand  the emergenc e and  the development of c iviliza tions 
and  c ultures over time and  p lac e. 

 
2. Understand  the interrela tionships of peop le, p lac es, and  the 

environment. 
 

3. Understand  the historic a l development and  c ontemporary role of 
government power and  authority. 

 
4. Understand  the historic a l development and  c ontemporary role of 

government power and  authority. 
 

5. Develop  the knowledge and  skills of history, geography, c ivic s, and  
ec onomic s tha t w ill enab le them to p lac e the peop le, ideas, and  
events tha t have shaped  South Dakota  and  our na tion in 
perspec tive. 

 
6. Understand  the basic  va lues, p rinc ipa ls, and  opera tion of Americ an 

c onstitutiona l democ rac y. 
 

7. Understand  politic a l and  physic a l geography of the d ifferent 
na tions and  the c ontinents of our world . 
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SEVENTH GRADE SOCIAL SCIENCE STANDARDS  
The standards for grade seven w ill inc lude the study of the peop les, 
p lac es, and  environment in the Western Hemisphere and  Europe. The 
knowledge, skills, and  perspec tives of the c ourse a re c entered  on 
popula tion and  c ultura l c harac teristic s, land forms and  c lima tes, 
ec onomic  and  politic a l systems, and  migra tion and  settlement pa tterns 
w ithin this reg ion. Standards 1 – 7 p rovide the founda tion for 
understand ing the earth’ s physic a l and  human systems. The five themes of 
geography p rovide the framework for studying these reg ions/  c ountries. 
SEVENTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS TRIMESTER 
1. Use maps, g lobes, and  other geographic  tools to 

ana lyze the human and  physic a l fea tures in order to 
rec ognize the d ifferent map p rojec tions and  exp la in 
the c onc ep t of d istortion; exp la in the c ha rac teristic s, 
purposes, and  d ifferenc es among maps, g lobes, 
aeria l photographs, geographic  models, and  sa tellite 
images; app ly the c onc ep ts of sc a le, orienta tion, 
la titude and  long itud e; c rea te and  c ompare politic a l, 
physic a l, and  thematic  maps (e.g ., c horop leth maps, 
c a rtograms) of c ountries and  reg ions; and  c rea te and  
interp ret c harts, g raphs, and  d iagrams. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1,2,3 
2. Will exp la in how earth/ sun rela tionships shape c lima te 

and  vegeta tion pa tterns; and  p roduc e day and  night, 
time zones, seasons, and  ma jor c lima tic  va ria tions. 

 
 
 

1,2 
3. Study the basic s of c lima te in order to understand  the 

physic a l settings of this reg ion by identifying the 
fac tors tha t influenc e c lima te suc h as la titude, oc ean 
c urrents, w inds and  mounta ins, eleva tion, and  
nearness to wa ter, identifying ways in whic h c lima te 
influenc es peop le; and  loc a ting the d ifferent c lima te 
zones (North and  South Tempera te zones, the Torrid  
Zone, and  the North and  South Frig id  zones). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1,2,3 
4. Compare and  c ontrast the d istribution, g rowth ra tes, 

and  the c harac teristic s of human popula tions by 
identifying the c harac teristic s and  the d istribution of 
popula tion both loc a lly and  in other parts of the 
world ; identifying the c auses of human migra tion; 
desc rib ing the demographic  struc ture of a  popula tion 
by c rea ting and  ana lyzing popula tion pyramids; 
exp la ining reasons for va ria tion in popula tion 
d istribution; researc hing appropria te sourc es to ob ta in 
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c urrent popula tion informa tion. 2 
5. Understand  the c onc ep t of c ulture by exp la ining how 

c ulture and  tec hnology a ffec t perc ep tions of p lac es 
and  reg ions, exp la ining the spa tia l d istribution of 
c ultures both loc a lly and  in other parts of the United  
Sta tes and  the world , and  desc rib ing how c ultures 
and  c ultura l landsc apes c hange. 

 
 
 
 
 

2,3 
6. Understand  the effec ts of interac tions between 

human and  physic a l systems and  the c hanges in 
meaning, use, d istribution, and  importanc e of 
resourc es by desc rib ing how human mod ific a tions of 
physic a l environment in one p lac e often lead  to 
c hanges in other p lac es; exp la ining the role of 
tec hnology in the human mod ific a tion of the physic a l 
environment; exp la ining how the c harac teristic s of 
d ifferent physic a l environments p rovide opportunities 
for or p lac e c onstra ints on human ac tivities; 
identifying how tec hnology a ffec ts the definition of, 
ac c ess to, and  use of resourc es; and  desc rib ing why 
peop le have d ifferent viewpoints w ith respec t to 
resourc es used . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2,3 
7. Know how and  why peop le define reg ions by 

identifying a  reg ion by defining its d istinguishing 
c harac teristic s, exp la ining how and  why reg ions 
c hange, and  ana lyzing the influenc es and  effec ts of 
reg iona l labels and  images (e.g . Sun Belt sta te a ttrac ts 
retirees and  tourists). 

 
 
 
 
 

2,3 
8. Ana lyze the geographic , politic a l, ec onomic , and  

soc ia l struc ture of eac h reg ion/ c ountry w ith emphasis 
on loc a tion and  physic a l setting ; the c ultura l 
c harac teristic s of the peop le; the ways peop le have 
adap ted  to, c hanged , and  used  their environment in 
the past and  p resent; the flow and  interac tion of 
peop le, ideas, and  produc ts as they a re influenc ed  
by transporta tion and  c ommunic a tion systems; and  
the role of this c ountry/ reg ion has in the interna tiona l 
setting . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2,3 
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EIGHTH GRADE SOCIAL SCIENCE STANDARDS  
The standards for eighth grade students rela te to the history of the United  
Sta tes from c auses of the Revolutionary War to the 1920s. Students w ill 
study c hronolog ic a l sequenc e; lea rn about c hange and  c ontinuity in our 
history and  study doc uments and  speec hes tha t lay the founda tion of 
Americ an idea ls. Students w ill understand  the basic  c onc ep ts of the 
Constitution and  w ill identify key idea ls of our form of government, suc h as 
justic e, equa lity, and  the rule of law, and  d isc uss their app lic a tion in 
spec ific  situa tions. Eighth grade students w ill examine everyday life of 
peop le a t d ifferent times in our history through p rimary and  sec ondary 
sourc es. They w ill c ontinue to lea rn fundamenta l c onc ep ts in c ivic s, 
ec onomic s, and  geography in the c ontext of United  Sta tes history. 
EIGHTH GRADE HISTORY STANDARDS TRIMESTER 
1. Identify and  exp la in the sourc es of c onflic t whic h led  

to the Americ an Revolution w ith emphasis on 
Proc lamation of 1763, Stamp Ac t, Townshed  Ac t, and  
tax on tea . 

 
 
 

1 
2. Identify key ind ividua ls and  summarize their roles in the 

Americ an Revolution, suc h as Thomas Jefferson, King 
George, Pa tric k Henry, Thomas Pa ine, Samuel Adams, 
and  Benjamin Franklin. 

 
 
 

1 
3. Exp la in the politic a l signific anc e of the Dec la ra tion of 

Independenc e. 
 

1 
4. Ana lyze ma jor milita ry ba ttles and  the role of ma jor 

Americ an and  British milita ry leaders in the Americ an 
Revolution, suc h as Lexing ton and  Conc ord , 
Sara toga , Yorktown, Bunker Hill, George Washing ton, 
Bened ic t Arnold , George Rogers Cla rk, William Howe, 
John Burgoyne, and  Charles Cornwallis. 

 
 
 
 
 

1 
5. Ana lyze the reasons why the c olonies were ab le to 

defea t the British. 
 

1 
6. Desc ribe the suc c esses and  p rob lems of the 

government under the Artic les of Confedera tion. 
 

1 
7. Contrast the d iffering  points of view and  c ompromises 

reac hed  in the writing  of the Constitution in 1787. 
 

1 
8. Desc ribe the basic  struc ture of government adop ted  

by the Constitutiona l Convention. 
 

1 
 

9. Contrast the views of the Federa lists and  Anti-
Federa lists in the strugg le for ra tific a tion of the 
c onstitution. 
 

 
 

1 
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10. Exp la in the fundamenta l liberties sta ted  in the Bill of 
Rights. 

 
1 

11. Summarize and  desc ribe the emergenc e of two 
politic a l pa rties and  their leaders, Thomas Jefferson 
and  Alexander Hamilton. 

 
 

1 
12. Ana lyze the settlement pa tterns of the Americ an 

peop le from the la te 1700s to the mid -1800s foc using 
on how and  why the land  ac quired  and  settled , to 
inc lude Louisiana  Purc hase, Florida , Oregon, and  
Texas.  

 
 
 
 

1 
 13. Examine how the follow ing c onflic ts during the early 

to mid  1800s led  to ac quisition and  settlement of land , 
to inc lude War of 1812, Ind ian Conflic t, Texas 
Revolution, and  Mexic an War. 

 
 
 

2,3 
14. Eva lua te the impac t of inventions from the la te 1700s 

to the mid  1800s, suc h as c otton g in, Mc Cormic k 
reaper, steamboa t, and  steam loc omotive. 

 
 

2,3 
15. Summarize the c auses, key events, and  effec ts of the 

Civil War w ith emphasis on philosophic a l d ifferenc es 
between the North and  South, as exemplified  by men 
suc h as Daniel Webster and  John C. Ca lhoun on the 
c onstitutiona l issues of the doc trine of nullific a tion and  
sec ession; geographic  and  ec onomic  d ifferenc es 
between the agric ultura l South and  Industria l North; 
Abraham Linc oln’ s p residenc y  and  his signific ant 
writings and  speec hes and  their rela tionship  to the 
Dec la ra tion of Independenc e, suc h as his “ House 
Divided ”  speec h (1858), the Gettysburg Add ress 
(1863), his sec ond  inaugura l add ress of 1865; the views 
and  lives of leaders and  sold iers on both sides of the 
war inc lud ing the ma jor ba ttles, geographic a l 
advantages and  obstac les, tec hnolog ic a l advanc es, 
and  Lee’s surrender a t Appoma ttox. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2,3 
16. Ana lyze the impac t of the Rec onstruc tion polic ies w ith 

emphasis on the postwar impac t of the Thirteenth, 
Fourteenth amendments to the Constitution, and  their 
c onnec tion to the Rec onstruc tion; Linc oln’ s p lan and  
the p lan of Congress; migra tion of former slaves to 
c ities in the North and  West; and  the effec ts of the 
Freedman’s Bureau and  the Jim Crow laws on the 
South. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
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17. Exp la in how, follow ing the Civil War, massive 
immigra tion c omb ined  w ith the rise of b ig  business, 
heavy industry, and  mec hanized  fa rming transformed  
Americ an life w ith emphasis on: western settlement 
and  c hanging federa l polic y toward  the Ind ians, 
obstac les fac ed  and  c ontributions made by 
immigrants, and  the growth of Americ an c ities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
18. Exp la in the impac t of industria liza tion and  

urbaniza tion w ith emphasis on reform movements 
suc h as muc kraking litera ture, the Progressive 
movement, women’s suffrage and  temperanc e, c hild  
labor, and  organized  labor, signific ant inventors and  
their inventions (e.g . Thomas Ed ison, Alexander 
Graham Bell, Orville and  Wilbur Wright); and  la issez-
fa ire polic ies toward  b ig  business and  the rise of 
entrepreneurs and  industria lists in politic s, c ommerc e, 
and  industry (e.g . And rew Carneg ie, John D. 
Roc kefeller). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
19. Desc ribe and  ana lyze the c hanging role of the United  

Sta tes in world  a ffa irs w ith emphasis on the Spanish-
Americ an War, the Panama Canal, Theodore 
Roosevelt’ s “ Big  Stic k Dip lomac y,”  United  Sta tes role in 
World  War I, and  the League of Na tions. 

 
 
 
 

3 
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9 – 12 HISTORY STANDARDS QUARTER 
20TH CENTURY U.S. (JR.) 
1. Summarize c auses and  effec ts of the Industria l 

Revolutions w ith emphasis on new inventions and  
industria l p roduc tion methods; ec onomic  c hanges to 
c ap ita lism and  free enterp rise; impac t of immigra tion 
on the labor supp ly and  the movement to organize 
workers; government polic ies a ffec ting trade, 
monopolies, taxa tion, and  money supp ly; impac t of 
industria liza tion, urbaniza tion, and  immigra tion on 
Americ an soc iety; and  politic a l response to the 
ec onomic  c hange inc lud ing the Progressive 
movement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
2. Ana lyze and  exp la in the partic ipa tion of the United  

Sta tes in world  a ffa irs and  the importanc e of World  
War I in terms of politic a l, soc ia l, and  ec onomic  
motives for Americ an  ac quisition of the c olonia l 
emp ire; c auses and  effec ts of the Spanish-Americ an 
War; Americ an c olonia l polic ies; c auses of World  War 
I; c onsequenc es of World  War I on the dec lining role 
of Grea t Brita in and  the expand ing role of the United  
Sta tes in world  a ffa irs; and  end  of the Ottoman Empire 
and  the c rea tion of new sta tes in the Midd le East. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

3. Ana lyze and  exp la in the Grea t Depression w ith 
emphasis on c auses and  effec ts of c hanges in 
business c yc les, weaknesses in key sec tors of the 
ec onomy in the la te 1920s, United  Sta tes government 
ec onomic  polic ies in the la te 1920s, c auses and  
effec ts of the Stoc k Marker Crash, impac t of the 
Depression on the Americ an peop le, impac t of New 
Dea l ec onomic  polic ies, and  impac t of the expanded  
role of government in the ec onomy sinc e the 1930s. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

20TH CENTURY U.S. (JR.) 
4. Demonstra te an understand ing of the orig ins and  

effec ts of World  War II w ith emphasis on the rise of 
tota lita rian reg imes and  the response of the United  
Sta tes and  other European na tions p rior to the 
outb reak of war suc h as isola tionism, appeasement, 
and  deba tes; the impac t of mob iliza tion for war home 
and  abroad ; ma jor ba ttles, milita ry turning points, and  
key stra teg ic  and  foreign polic y dec isions; the 
Holoc aust and  its impac t. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
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20TH CENTURY U.S. (JR.) 
5. Ana lyze and  exp la in United  Sta tes foreign polic y from 

World  War II through the 1990s, w ith emphasis on the 
orig ins of the Cold  War; United  Sta tes polic ies of 
c onta inment in Europe, La tin Americ a , and  Asia  suc h 
as the Berlin Crisis, Korea , and  Vietnam; Midd le Eastern 
polic ies; stra teg ic , ec onomic , and  milita ry elements 
suc h as Camp David  Peac e Ac c ords and  Persian Gulf 
War; a rms-spac e rac e and  c ontrol of nuc lear 
weapons; the c ollapse of c ommunism and  the end  of 
the Cold  War; new c ha llenges to Americ a ’ s 
leadership  role in the Post-Cold  War world . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2,3,4 

20TH CENTURY U.S (JR.) 
6. Demonstra te an understand ing of domestic  history 

from World  War II through the 1990s by examining the 
c ivil rights movement and  assessing respec tive federa l 
and  sta te polic ies; assessing the impac t of c old  War 
on Americ an soc iety, suc h as Mc Carthyism; 
c omparing and  c ontrasting c onserva tive to libera l 
ec onomic  and  politic a l ideolog ies and  programs suc h 
as Fa ir Dea l, Grea t Soc iety and  Reaganomic s; 
examining politic a l turning points, suc h as Elec tion of 
1968, Wa terga te, the Iran hostage c risis, and  the 
impeac hment of President Clinton; examining c urrent 
pa tterns of Supreme Court nomina tions and  dec isions  
and  eva lua te their impac t, suc h as the Warren Court 
and  the Thomas/ Bork nomina tions; c omparing the 
positions of the politic a l pa rties and  interest groups on 
ma jor issues; and  ana lyzing the c auses and  
manifesta tion of soc ia l c hange, suc h as feminism, 
c ounter c ulture, and  the youth movement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2,3,4 

20TH CENTURY U.S. (JR.) 
7. Study the rela tionships between geography and  the 

historic a l development of the United  Sta tes, inc lud ing 
loc a te and  exp la in the loc a tion and  expansion of the 
orig ina l c olonies; trac e the advanc e of the frontier 
and  territoria l expansion of the United  Sta tes, and  
exp la in how the physic a l environment influenc ed  it; 
loc a te new sta tes as they were added  to the Union; 
understand  the settlement pa tterns, migra tion routes, 
and  c ultura l influenc e of va rious rac ia l, ethnic , and  
relig ious groups; c ompare pa tterns of agric ultura l and  
industria l development in d ifferent reg ions as they 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 28 

rela te to na tura l resourc es, markets, and  trade, and ; 
ana lyze the politic a l, soc ia l, and  ec onomic  
implic a tions of demographic  c hanges in the na tion 
over time. 

 
 
 

2,3,4 
9 -12 GOVERNMENT STANDARDS QUARTER 
CIVICS (FR.) 
1. Critique the influenc e of European politic a l thought 

on the forma tion of the United  Sta te c onstitutiona l 
system. 

 
 

1 
2. Identify fundamenta l politic a l p rinc ip les c onta ined  in 

doc uments, suc h as the Dec la ra tion of 
Independenc e, Artic les of Confedera tion, Bill of 
Rights, and  the United  Sta tes Constitution. 

 
 
 

1 
CIVICS (FR.) 
3. Ana lyze na tiona l government w ith emphasis on the 

struc tures, func tions, and  authority of eac h b ranc h of 
government; the p rinc ipa ls of federa lism, separa tion 
of powers, and  c hec ks and  ba lanc es; the extent to 
whic h power is shared  ra ther than d ivided  or 
separa ted ; and  p roc edures for a  c onstitutiona l 
amendment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
CIVICS (FR.) 
4. Summarize c onstitutiona l issues rela ting  to the 

ra tiona le for c onstitutiona l amendments and  the 
c onflic ts they add ress; landmark dec isions of the 
United  Sta tes Supreme Court; and  the historic a l trends 
and  c ontemporary pa tterns of the United  Sta tes 
Supreme Court dec isions. 

 
 
 
 
 

1,2 
CIVICS (FR.) 
5. Ana lyze the interrela tionships and  struc tures of the 

exec utive, leg isla tive, and  jud ic ia l b ranc hes w ith 
regard  to the c onstitutiona l requirements and  
institutiona l p roc edures; the leg isla tive p roc ess; jud ic ia l 
review; the hiera rc hy of the federa l c ourt system; the 
p residentia l powers inc lud ing expressed  and  implied ; 
exec utive departments, regula tory bureauc rac ies, 
agenc ies; and  the impac t of bureauc rac ies and  
government agenc ies on the U.S. c onstitutiona l 
system. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
CIVICS (FR.) 
6. Ana lyze loc a l pub lic  issues and  d istinguish between 

sta te and  loc a l governments inc lud ing c ities, c ounties, 
and  towns. 

 
 

2 
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CIVICS (FR.) 
7. Ana lyze c ampa igns for na tiona l, sta te, and  loc a l 

elec tive offic e, inc lud ing the nomina ting p roc ess; 
c ampa ign fund ing and  spend ing; the influenc e of 
med ia  c overage, c ampa ign advertising, and  pub lic  
op inion polls; demographic  c auses and  politic a l 
effec ts of reapportionment and  red istric ting ; voter 
turnout and  the c onstituenc ies of the ma jor politic a l 
pa rties; and  the Elec tora l College. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
CIVICS (FR.) 
8. Develop  the skills needed  for informed partic ipa tion in 

pub lic  a ffa irs by ana lyzing pub lic  issues, eva lua ting 
c and ida tes for pub lic  offic e, eva lua ting the 
performanc e of pub lic  offic ia ls, and  c ommunic a ting 
w ith pub lic  offic ia ls. 

 
 
 
 

2 
9. Exp la in and  g ive c urrent examples of how politic a l 

pa rties, interest groups, the med ia , and  ind ividua ls 
influenc e the polic y agenda  and  dec ision-making of 
government institutions. 

 
 
 

2 
CIVICS (FR.) 
10. Ana lyze c urrent issues c onfronting loc a l, sta te, and  

na tiona l governments in terms of perennia l c ha llenges 
to democ rac ies, inc lud ing c onflic ts between ma jority 
rule and  minority rights, ind ividua l rights and  the pub lic  
interest, levels of taxa tion and  the expec ta tion of 
pub lic  servic es, and  sta te and  na tiona l authority in a  
federa l system. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2 

CIVICS (FR.) 
11. Compare the United  Sta tes politic a l systems w ith those 

of ma jor democ ra tic  and  authoriza tion na tions in 
terms of the struc tures and  powers of politic a l 
institutions, the rights and  powers of the governed  
inc lud ing grass roots c itizen movements, ec onomic  
goa ls and  institutions and  the role of government in 
the ec onomy, the rela tionships between ec onomic  
freedom and  politic a l freedom, and  the a lloc a tion of 
resourc es and  impac t on p roduc tivity. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1,2 
CIVICS (FR.) 
12. Identify and  exp la in fundamenta l c onc epts of 

democ rac y and  the rights, responsib ilities, and  
benefits of c itizenship  in the United  Sta tes. 
 
 

 
 
1 
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9 -12 CIVICS STANDARDS QUARTER 
CIVICS (FR.)  
1. Demonstra te an understand ing of the rights and  

responsib ilities of being an Americ an c itizen by 
desc rib ing ways ind ividua ls partic ipa te in the politic a l 
p roc ess, being an informed  voted  and  partic ipa ting in 
the elec tion p roc ess, being a  p roduc tive partic ipant 
in sc hool and  c ommunity life, desc rib ing the p roc ess 
of na tura liza tion, exp la ining how United  Sta tes 
c itizenship  d iffers from tha t in authoriza tion and  
tota lita rian politic a l systems, and  ana lyzing the na ture 
of c ivic  responsib ility in a  d iverse soc iety. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

2. Compare the sta te, loc a l, and  triba l government w ith 
emphasis on their struc tures, func tions, and  powers; 
the elec tion and  appointment of offic ia ls; the d ivision 
and  sharing of powers between levels of government; 
the separa tion of powers w ithin levels of government; 
and  the role of the c itizen in the leg isla tive and  
elec tora l p roc ess suc h as referendum, rec a ll, and  
initia tive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

CIVICS (FR.)  
3. Compare the Dec la ra tion of Independenc e, Artic les 

of Confedera tion, the Constitution of the United  
Sta tes, and  the South Dakota  Constitution w ith 
emphasis on their trea tment of fundamenta l politic a l 
p rinc ip les inc lud ing c onstitutiona lism and  lim ited  
government, rule of law, democ rac y and  
repub lic anism, sovereignty, c onsent of the governed , 
separa tion of powers, c hec ks and  ba lanc es, and  
federa lism; and  fundamenta l liberties, rights, and  
va lues inc lud ing relig ion, speec h, p ress, assembly, and  
petition, due p roc ess, equa lity under the law, 
ind ividua l worth and  d ignity, ma jority rule and  minority 
rights. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

CIVICS (FR.)  
4. Distinguish between the jud ic ia l systems estab lished  

by the South Dakota  and  United  Sta tes Constitutions 
w ith emphasis on the organiza tion and  jurisd ic tion of 
South Dakota  and  United  Sta tes c ourts; the exerc ise of 
the power of jud ic ia l review; the p roc ess of b ring ing 
and  resolving c rim ina l and  c ivil c ases in South 
Dakota ’ s jud ic ia l system; and  the func tion and  
p roc ess of the juvenile justic e system in South Dakota . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
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CIVICS (FR.)  
5. Ana lyze the role of the na tiona l government w ith 

emphasis on the three b ranc hes of government; the 
law making p roc ess; the func tions of departments, 
agenc ies, and  regula tory bod ies; the na ture and  
func tions of ma jor politic a l pa rties as they rela te to the 
na tiona l government; and  the impac t and  role of 
interest groups on the federa l government 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1,2 

CIVICS (FR.)  
6. Desc ribe the role of governments in the United  Sta tes 

ec onomy with emphasis on the basis c onc ep ts of the 
free market; p rovision of pub lic  goods and  servic es; 
p rotec tion of c onsumer rights, c ontrac ts, and  p roperty 
rights; the impac t of government taxa tion, borrowing, 
and  spend ing on ind ividua ls and  on the p roduc tion of 
goods and  servic es; and  the role of the Federa l 
Reserve System. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1,2,3,4 
7. Eva lua te the impac t of c urrent soc ia l, ec olog ic a l, 

ec onomic , and  politic a l issues and  events as an 
informed  c itizen. 

 
 

1,2,3,4 
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9 -12 WORLD GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS QUARTER 
1. Use maps, g lobes, and  other geographic  tools to 

ac quire, p roc ess, and  report informa tion from a  
spa tia l perspec tive by selec ting app ropria te maps, 
map p rojec tions, and  other graphic  representa tions to 
ana lyze geographic  p rob lems; c onstruc ting maps 
using fundamenta l c a rtographic  p rinc ip les inc lud ing 
transla ting and  other geographic  tools through the 
ana lysis of c ase stud ies and  using da ta ; and  using 
geographic  tools to represent and  interp ret the 
earth’ s physic a l and  human systems.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
2. Develop  knowledge of the ea rth to loc a te peop le, 

p lac es, and  environments by d rawing a  c omplex and  
ac c ura te map from memory to answer questions 
about the loc a tion of human and  physic a l fea tures; 
identifying and  loc a ting physic a l and  human fea ture, 
in the student’ s own and  nearby c ommunities, in the 
United  Sta tes, and  in reg ions of the world  (e.g . rivers, 
mounta ins, reg ions, and  c ountries); and  ana lyzing 
maps of a  c erta in loc a tion peop le have made from 
memory and  c ompare to determine simila rities and  
d ifferenc es. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
3. Know how to ana lyze the dynamic  spa tia l 

organiza tion of peop le, p lac es, and  environments by 
ana lyzing geographic  information using a  va riety of 
sc a les – loc a l, na tiona l, and  interna tiona l (e.g . growth 
issues in Sioux Fa lls, New York City, and  Southeast 
Asia ); ana lyzing pa tterns of d istributing and  
a rrangement of settlements; and  ana lyzing pa tterns 
and  p roc esses of the d iffusion of human ac tivities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
4. Know the physic a l and  human c harac teristic s of 

p lac es by ana lyzing human and  physic a l 
c harac teristic s tha t g ive a  p lac e meaning and  
signific anc e, and  desc rib ing the c hanging human 
and  physic a l c harac teristic s of p lac es, 

 
 
 
 

1,2 
5. Know how and  why peop le define reg ions by 

app lying the c onc ep t of reg ions to organize the study 
of a  geographic  issue using multip le c riteria , and  
ana lyzing c hanges in reg ions and  rec ognizing the 
pa tterns of those c hanges (e.g . the Midd le East has 
bec ome a  reg ion of ec onomic  importanc e to the 
Untied  Sta tes). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1,2 
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6. Know how c ulture and  experienc e influenc e people’ s 
perc ep tions of p lac es and  reg ions by ana lyzing why 
p lac es and  reg ions a re important to human identity, 
c omparing and  c ontrasting how and  why d ifferent 
groups in soc iety view p lac es and  reg ions d ifferently, 
and  ana lyzing the ways p lac es and  reg ions reflec t 
c ultura l c hange (e.g .; the c hange in the use of South 
Dakota  p ra irie from grazing to c ultiva ted  c rops). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1,2 
7. Know how the physic a l p roc ess shapes the earth’ s 

surfac e pa tterns by exp la ining the va rious interac tions 
resulting  from the ea rth-sun rela tionship ; exp la ining the 
interac tion of the ea rth’ s physic a l systems (e.g . the 
interac tion of c lima te and  oc ean wa ter as 
exemplified  by El Nino);  and  exp la ining the va ria tion 
in effec ts  of physic a l p roc esses ac ross the earth’ s 
surfac e (e.g . the effec ts of w ind  va ria tions in shap ing 
land forms) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
8. Know the c harac teristic s, loc a tion, d istribution, and  

migra tion of ana lyzing reasons for va ria tion in 
popula tion d istribution, ana lyzing the c auses and  
types of human migra tion and  its effec ts on p lac es, 
eva lua ting trends and  effec ts of world  popula tion 
numbers and  pa tterns, and  ana lyzing the physic a l 
and  c ultura l impac t of human migra tion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
9. Know the na ture and  spa tia l d istribution of c ultura l 

pa tterns by ana lyzing how c ulture shape the 
c harac ter of a  reg ion, desc rib ing the p roc esses of 
c ultura l d iffusion, and  desc rib ing the effec t of 
tec hnology on the development and  c hange of 
c ultures. 

 
 
 
 
 

2 
10. Know the pa tterns and  networks of ec onomic  

interdependenc e by c omparing and  c ontrasting the 
c harac teristic s and  d istribution of ec onomic  systems; 
ana lyzing fac tors influenc ing ec onomic  
interdependenc e of c ountries, inc lud ing world  trade; 
ana lyzing c onnec tions among loc a l, reg iona l, and  
world  ec onomies (e.g . transporta tion routes, 
movement pa tterns, and  market a reas); and  
ana lyzing how and  why levels of ec onomic  
development va ry among p lac es. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
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11. Know the p roc esses, pa tterns, and  func tions of human 
settlement by exp la ining the c auses and  effec ts of 
urbaniza tion (e.g ., rura l-to-urban migra tion leads to 
urbaniza tion), c omparing and  c ontrasting the 
d iffering c harac teristic s of settlement in develop ing 
and  developed  c ountries, and  examining how and  
why la rge c ities grow together. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
12. Know how c oopera tion and  c onflic t among peop le 

influenc e the d ivision and  c ontrol of the earth’ s 
surfac e by desc rib ing how c oopera tion and  c onflic t 
among peop le c ontribute to politic a l, ec onomic , and  
soc ia l d ivisions of the earth’ s surfac e; (e.g ., the na tions 
of Western Europe have joined  together in the 
European Union); and  ana lyzing how d iffering points 
of view and  self-interests p lay a  role in c onflic t over 
territory and  resourc es. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1,2 
13. Know how human ac tions mod ify the physic a l 

environment by ana lyzing ways tha t humans depend  
upon, adap t to, and  a ffec t the physic a l environment; 
and  eva lua ting ways in whic h tec hnology has 
expanded  human c apac ity to mod ify the physic a l 
environment. 

 
 
 
 
 

1,2 
14. Know how physic a l systems a ffec t human systems by 

c omparing and  c ontrasting how c hanges in the 
physic a l environment c an inc rease or d iminish its 
c apac ity to support human ac tivity (e.g . the Sahel), 
identifying and  eva lua ting a lterna tive stra teg ies to 
respond  to c onstra ints p lac ed  on human systems by 
the physic a l environment (e.g . the use of irriga tion in 
a rid  environments), and  ana lyzing how humans 
perc eive and  reac t to na tura l d isasters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1,2 
15. Know the c hanges tha t oc c ur in the meaning use, 

loc a tion, d istribution, and  importanc e of resourc es by 
ana lyzing how tec hnology a ffec ts the definition of, 
ac c ess to, and  use of resourc es; desc rib ing why 
peop le have d ifferent viewpoints w ith respec t to 
resourc es use; and  eva lua ting polic ies and  p rograms 
for resourc e use and  management. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1,2 
16. Know how to app ly geography to understand  the 

past by ana lyzing how d iffering perc ep tions of p lac es, 
peop le, and  resourc es have a ffec ted  events and  
c ond itions in the past; and  fundamenta l role tha t 
p lac es and  environments have p layed  in history (e.g ., 
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the Russian w inter p layed  an important pa rt in the 
defea t of Napoleon’s a rmy). 

 
2 

17. Know how to app ly geography to understand  the 
p resent and  p lan for the future by eva lua ting a  
c ontemporary issue using geography knowledge, 
skills, and  perspec tives; and  c omparing and  
c ontrasting how d ifferent viewpoints influenc e the 
development of polic ies designed  to use and  
manage the earth’ s resourc es. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1,2 
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12TH GRADE U.S GOVERNMENT  QUARTER 
1. Critique the influenc e of European politic a l thought 

on the forma tion of the United  Sta tes c onstitutiona l 
system. 

 
 

1 
2. Ana lyze na tiona l government w ith emphasis on the 

struc tures, func tions, and  authority of eac h b ranc h of 
government; the p rinc ip les of federa lism, separa tion 
of powers, and  c hec ks and  ba lanc es; the extent to 
whic h power is shared  ra ther than d ivided  or 
separa ted ; and  p roc edures for a  c onstitutiona l 
amendment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
3. Summarize c onstitutiona l issues rela ting  to the 

ra tiona le for c onstitutiona l amendments and  the 
c onflic ts they add ress; landmark dec isions of the 
United  Sta tes Supreme Court; and  the historic a l trends 
and  c ontemporary pa tterns of the United  Sta tes 
Supreme Court dec isions. 

 
 
 
 
 

1,2 
4. Ana lyze loc a l pub lic  issues and  d istinguish between 

sta te and  loc a l governments inc lud ing c ities, c ounties, 
and  towns. 

 
 

1,2 
5. Ana lyze c ampa igns for na tiona l, sta te, and  loc a l 

elec tive offic e, inc lud ing the nomina ting p roc ess; 
c ampa ign fund ing and  spend ing, the influenc e of 
med ia  c overage; c ampa ign advertising, and  pub lic  
op inion polls; demographic  c auses and  politic a l 
effec ts of reapportionment and  red istric ting ; voter 
turnout and  the c onstituenc ies of the ma jor politic a l 
pa rties; and  the Elec tora l College. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
6. Develop  the skills needed  for informed partic ipa tion in 

pub lic  a ffa irs by ana lyzing pub lic  issues, eva lua ting 
c and ida tes for pub lic  offic e, eva lua ting the 
performanc e of pub lic  offic ia ls, and  c ommunic a ting 
w ith pub lic  offic ia ls. 

 
 
 
 

1,2 
7. Develop  the skills needed  for informed partic ipa tion in 

pub lic  a ffa irs by ana lyzing pub lic  issues, eva lua ting 
c and ida tes for pub lic  offic e, eva lua ting the 
performanc e of pub lic  offic ia ls, and  c ommunic a ting 
w ith pub lic  offic ia ls. 

 
 
 
 

1,2 
8. Compare the United  Sta tes politic a l systems w ith those 

of ma jor democ ra tic  and  authorita rian na tions in 
terms of the struc tures and  powers of politic a l 
institutions, the rights and  powers of the governed  

 
 
 
 



 37 

inc lud ing grass roots c itizen movements, ec onomic  
goa ls and  institutions and  the role of government in 
the ec onomy, the rela tionship  between ec onomic  
freedom and  politic a l freedom, and  the a lloc a tion of 
resourc es and  impac t on p roduc tivity. 

 
 
 
 

1,2 
9. Ana lyze the interrela tionships and  struc tures of the 

exec utive, leg isla tive, and  jud ic ia l b ranc hes w ith 
regard  to the c onstitutiona l requirements  and  
institutiona l p roc edures; the leg isla tive p roc ess; 
jurid ic a l review; the hiera rc hy of the  federa l c ourt 
system; the p residentia l powers inc lud ing expressed  
and  implied ; exec utive departments, regula tory 
bureauc rac ies, and  agenc ies; and  the impac t of 
bureauc rac ies and  government agenc ies on the U.S. 
c onstitutiona l system. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
10. Identify fundamenta l politic a l p rinc ip les c onta ined  in 

doc uments, suc h as the Dec la ra tion of 
Independenc e, Artic les of Considera tion, Bill of Rights, 
and  the United  Sta tes Constitution. 

 
 
 

1 
11. Exp la in and  g ive c urrent examples of how politic a l 

pa rties, interest groups, the med ia , and  ind ividua ls 
influenc e the polic y agenda  and  dec ision-making of 
government institutions. 
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