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ABERDEEN CATHOLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

INSTILLING CATHOLIC VALUES AND PROMOTING ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE BY NURTURING MIND, BODY, AND SOUL
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Catholic education has served Aberdeen, South Dakota, since the late 1800s. The Aber deen
Cathoalic School System (ACSS), also known as Roncalli schools, proudly continues that long tradition of
educating the youth of the city in academics, faith, and service. Sacred Heart and St. Mary’ s parishes provide
spiritual and financia support to the ACSS. An interparish school board governs the system, and a dean and two
principals administer it. Some 70 teachers and staff serve more than 620 students in three attendance centers:

T Roncalli Primary School (RPS, grades pre-K-2) at St. Mary’s Parish
T Roncalli Elementary School (RES, grades 3-6) at Sacred Heart Parish
T Roncalli Junior and Senior High School (RHS, grades 7-12)

ACSSis officially accredited according to the rules and standards established by the South Dakota State Board of
Education. The ACSSis accredited by the North Central Association.

ACSS students excel in their endeavors;

+ They score above national and state averages on standardized achievement tests.
+ 90% of graduates go on to further education.
+ Their athletic, music, drama, and other programs consistently achieve distinction.

Named for Pope John XXI11—Angelo Giuseppi Roncalli—the Roncalli schools seek to fulfill
hisvision for Catholic education. Under his leadership in the Second V atican Council, the church
made many changes to meet the challenges of modern times. In the same spirit, the Roncalli
schools provide children with a living, dynamic example of the value of education, love, and
service. Home, school, and church partner to prepare children for afaith-filled life, productive
work, and valuable contributions to the community in the context of their relationship with Jesus
Christ. Aberdeen Catholic schools are a positive choice for parents of all faiths who wish to
educate their children in a Christian atmosphere.

ACSSAT A GLANCE

Family I nvolvement

It isabasic principle of Catholic education that parents are a Parents also take active rolesin the ACSS community
child’ sfirst teacher, and the ACSS subscribes to that belief. in other ways. Through membership in the Home and
Therefore, parents are expected to play asignificant rolein School Association, Booster Club, School Board, and
their children’s education in the ACSS schools. In addition to other organizations, parents donate their time and talent
supporting their children’s homework, parents are encouraged to support various activities. In addition, through

to attend four parent-teacher conferences during the year— contributions to the Roncalli Foundation, Hearts of
attendance at those conferences averages above 90%, Roncalli, and other fundraising events and activities,
compared to a national 71% average. Teachers are also families help the ACSS financially.

available for additional meetings.



Academics

Nationwide, Catholic schools have earned a reputation for
providing a high quality curriculum focusing on traditional
academic disciplines. The ACSS schools are no exception,
stressing the core subjects and expecting high achievement of
their students. That philosophy alone makes ACSSrelatively
unique. Expecting success rather than failure encourages solid
performance. This attitude is shared by the students, who
respect success. It is not uncool to be smart at Roncalli.
Roncalli graduates have attended all South Dakota colleges
and universities, as well as the following:

U.S. Air Force Academy

U.S. Military Academy at West Point

Yale University

Northwestern University

University of Notre Dame

University of Chicago

Creighton University

University of St. Thomas

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Oklahoma University

University of Minnesota

Arizona State University

Montana State University

Colorado State University

Franciscan University

Christendom University

College of St. Benedict

St. John’s University

St. Olaf University

University of Las Vegas

University of North Dakota

North Dakota State University

Mankato State University

Upper lowa University

University of Mary

St. Cloud University

Religion

The Catholic faith is central to an ACSS education. All
students attend religion class, and each school celebrates Mass
once aweek, which parents are welcome to attend. Students
participate in the Mass as lectors, Eucharistic ministers,
musicians, and gift bearers. Classroom religious instruction
prepares students for First Penance, First Communion, and
Confirmation. Non-Catholic students attend all religion
classes and activities. Many such students have found that this
instruction strengthens their own faith.

Extracurricular Activities

ACSS students choose from a wide variety of extracurricular
activities, including athletics, music, drama, and several
organizations. RPS and RES students also participate in
Aberdeen-area organizations and athletic leagues.

Technology

The ACSS has computersin every classroom; al buildings
are networked; RES and RHS have computer labs; and RHS
has a high-tech distance learning lab.

Christian Service

Volunteer service to the Aberdeen community is a requirement
for most ACSS students. Christian service is an expression of
the Catholic faith, and it helps develop a strong sense of
personal responsibility and commitment to the larger society.
Fifth-grade students annually work closely with the sistersin
Aberdeen’ s Presentation Convent. Sixth-grade students
volunteer as Junior Docents at the Dacotah Prairie Museum.
Junior high and high school students are involved with a variety
of individual service projects. Seniors mentor local atrisk youth.
Roncalli students contribute thousands of hours of community
service to the Aberdeen community annually.

History

Thefirst Catholic school in Aberdeen was established in the
1880s by the Sacred Heart parish community. The Sisters of
the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, whose convent
wasin Aberdeen, and the Benedictine Sisters taught in
Aberdeen’s Catholic schools for several decades. St. Mary’s
parish built St. Mary’s Elementary School in 1912. A year
later, Sacred Heart Elementary School was built. Both schools
operated independently as parish schools serving grades 1-8
into the 1970s. In 1964, Roncalli High School was built. In
1980, the schools were consolidated as the Aberdeen Catholic
School System, and kindergarten was added. In 2002-2004, the
ACSS demolished its elementary buildings and built new
schools.

Uniforms

Uniforms are required in al grades, K-12. The ACSS hasa
uniform policy for three primary reasons. First, the school
believes that the manner in which individuals present

themsel ves affects how they view themselves, how they are
perceived by others, and how they performin life. Second, in
keeping with the school®mission of preparing students for the
future, acquiring an appropriate definition and sense of dressis
an essentia part of the learning process. Third, a uniform
policy fosters a sense of equality within the student body and
reflects a higher uniform standard of work to be accomplished
by the students.

Tuition and Financial Assistance

Asaprivate Catholic school system, the ACSS must charge
tuition, but every effort is made to keep tuition as affordable as
possible so that all parents who want a Catholic education for
their children can have one. The Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s
Parish Communities provide substantial support to the ACSS to
keep down the cost of tuition. In addition, various fundraising
efforts help mitigate tuition expenses. Limited financial aid is
also available in the form of scholarships and work-study
arrangements. Scholarship and financial aid application
materials are available in the spring of each year preceding the
year for which aid will be awarded.

For MorelInformation

Contact the ACSS Development Office at 226-2100 for more
information on the school system, to arrange a school tour, or
to set up a*“shadowing” appointment in which your child joins
a Roncalli student of the same age to experience a typical
school day.

“Vou shall love the _ford your Cod with all your heart. and with all gour soul. and with all your mighe.
SAnd these woreds which 7 command gou this day shall be upon your hearr: and you shall teach them

diligently to your childeen,”

et 6:5-7



